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A bright afternoon sun was shining down on a small forest to the northwest of the small village known as Pokémon Square. Near Share 
the entrance to this forest, a small, blue turtle Pokémon known as a Squirtle wearing a Pecha Scarf seemed to be looking for something. 


"I hope I can find some supplies to replace the ones we lost earlier today," he mused to himself, "since Ekans sure had a big appetite, and 
Chikorita worked really hard to gather up all those berries." 


This Squirtle happened to be the newest addition to Team Go-Getters, having just joined the same morning. Despite the nagging detail 
that he used to be a human, he still decided to stick with Charmander and Chikorita, and ended up helping them succeed in their mission 
to rescue Big Brother Pikachu. Following this, they had taken on some smaller jobs to help out Pokémon in some of the smaller areas 
during the morning, and now were taking a short break before getting back to work. While Charmander and Chikorita were mingling back 
at the village, Squirtle volunteered to go restock the toolbox. They agreed and pointed him to the northwest to search the woods there. 


Ten minutes later, he arrived and began his search. As he walked, he remembered that this was where he had woken up originally, though 
he couldn't recall how he ended up at Team Go-Getters base. While he searched, he began to ponder a few of the mysteries in his head. 


"I don't understand." he thought as he adjusted his scarf, "How did I turn into a Pokémon and wind up in this forest? And why can't I 
remember anything beyond the fact that I'm really a human? I mean, it feels like the answer should be in front of me, and yet I can't see 
it." 


However, a loud shout jerked him out of these thoughts. 
"HELP! Someone please help me!" 


Squirtle jumped up in surprise, having been yanked out of his thoughts so suddenly. After taking a moment to calm down, he looked 
around for the source of the voice. He found it just up ahead of where he was; it was Big Brother Pikachu, and it looked like he had a big 
problem on his hands! 


"Hey! Pikachu, what's the matter?" called Squirtle. Pikachu recognized the voice and turned to see Squirtle. 
"Oh man, it's good to see you again Squirtle! I really need some help now! Are your other team members with you?" asked Pikachu. 
"No, just me right now," responded Squirtle. "What's going on?" 


"Okay, here's what happened," Pikachu began to explain, calming down a little. "After you guys left for the Pelipper Post Office, Pichu and I 
decided to come out here and spend some time playing after we went home for a while. A little while ago, we came across a huge fissure 
just up ahead when a sudden strong wind blew through the forest! I grabbed a nearby tree and tried to hold onto Pichu, but he lost his 
grip and fell in!" 


"WHAT? That's awful!" exclaimed Squirtle. "Is he okay?" 


"When I went to go help him, he didn't get hurt from the looks of it, but when I got in the fissure, the Pokémon there attacked me. I think 
that earthquake earlier this morning caused the fissure to open and now the Pokémon living in the forest have grown outraged because of 
it," explained Pikachu. "I couldn't handle them all, so I got out before they could send my head flying and started looking for some help. 
Please, I really need some help Squirtle; there's no telling what the Pokemon will do to my little brother!" 


"Okay, I'll help you rescue Pichu," Squirtle responded. "Like you said, there's no telling what'll happen to him, and it'll take at least ten 
minutes to get back to the village. But between the two of us, we should be able to handle it." 


Pikachu looked at him for a moment, then jumped toward him waving his arms saying "THANK YOU SO MUCH!" Squirtle sweat dropped at 
this, but smiled, glad that he could help Pikachu rescue Pichu. After Pikachu was done thanking him, the two then headed to the west to 
get to the Tiny Woods area. 


5 minutes later... 


Squirtle and Pikachu arrived and began to search the woods for Pichu. Walking side by side, they kept a sharp lookout for any sign of 
Pichu. Squirtle was the first to speak up. 


"Why do they call this place Tiny Woods, anyway?" he asked. 


"It's called that because it's one of the smallest forests in the area," Pikachu explained. "Oh," said Squirtle. As they continued on their way, 
they suddenly saw a bunch of Sunkern huddled together along the path they were walking. 


"Excuse me, Sunkern, have any of you seen a Pichu come by here?" asked Pikachu. Despite Pikachu clearly asking them, the Sunkern 
didn't seem to pay him any mind. 


"Um, excuse me..." Pikachu tried again, starting to feel a little nervous, as was Squirtle at how the Sunkern were acting. Suddenly, their 


eyes narrowed into scowls and they leapt forward to attack, with Pikachu and Squirtle just barely dodging them! 
"What did we do?" wondered Squirtle. The Sunkern looked at them and prepared to attack again. 


"Looks like we'll have to fight our way past them!" said Squirtle. "Right, let's send these little sprouts flying!" agreed Pikachu. The two ran 
towards the charging Sunkern swarm. 


"Tackle attack, go!" called Squirtle as he charged forward, knocking down several Sunkern with a single hit. 


"Quick attack!" yelled Pikachu, also pushing through a few Sunkern with his speed. The two pals smiled at each other after they had 
landed, then got ready to deal with the rest of the Sunkern. 


"Water gun!" yelled Squirtle, pushing three Sunkern back into two others and knocking them all out. 


"Thundershock!" yelled Pikachu, giving a shock to the five Sunkern coming at him from above and sending them back into another five. 
The last Sunkern looked at Squirtle and Pikachu, then glanced to the sides a few times before hopping away. The two partners did a fist 
bump. 


"Now, let's go find your brother!" Squirtle said to Pikachu, who nodded and then they both began walking through the forest again. 


Later on, after running into some Wurmple that tried to tie up Squirtle, an Exeggute whose Confusion gave Pikachu a real headache, and 
Squirtle picking up some berries and apples for the toolbox, they began to hear the sound of crying and rushed towards it. In the small 
rocky area, they saw Pichu crying against a rock and looking tired, as if he had used his electricity too much. 


"Hey, Pichu!" called Pikachu as he and Squirtle got closer. Pichu stopped crying when he heard Pikachu's voice. 


"B-Big Brother? Squirtle?" asked Pichu, and was answered by nods from both. Before they could get to him, he spotted something 
approaching and shouted, "LOOK OUT!" 


Unfortunately, the two couldn't react in time and were clipped from behind by a Wing Attack! After they recovered enough to look up, the 
saw that they had been attacked by a Fearow that sure looked like it was desperate for some food! 


"Back off, pipsqueaks! Unless you want to end up as part of my lunch, too!" the Fearow threatened. "This little pest may have given me a 
few jolts, but now he's nothing but food! So leave, before you end up the same!" 


As the Fearow said all this, Pikachu was beginning to get angry and growled "NOBODY IS GOING TO EAT MY LITTLE BROTHER!" He then 
took off in an Agility attack and grabbed Pichu and brought him back before the Fearow could react. Once they were both back, Squirtle 
gave him one of the Oran Berries the two had picked up along the way so Pichu would be able to get to safety if he had to. 


The Fearow just grinned at this and said, "I wasn't expecting to get such a big meal today, but I certainly have no problem with it! No one 
steals my food and gets off easy!" 


"Quick, Pichu, go hide behind that rock while Pikachu and I try to stop this guy," Squirtle whispered while pointing to one of the large rocks 
behind them. Pichu nodded and quickly dashed off while Pikachu and Squirtle got ready to battle. 


As the battle began, Fearow started off by launching a Fury Attack at the two, Pikachu being able to jump out of the way, while Squirtle 

escaped into his shell with a Withdraw to avoid most of the damage. Pikachu asked Squirtle if he was okay, which he said he was, before 

attempting to counterattack. Squirtle launched a Tackle attack while Pikachu attacked with a Slam, but both failed to do much to Fearow. 

Fearow then attacked with Mirror Move, which copied Pikachu's Slam, using his bigger body to push the two back. They decided to keep 

their distance and Squirtle attacked with a Water Gun, with Pikachu following with a Thundershock. They seemed to do a fair amount of 
damage, but Fearow suddenly swooped up and then began to head back at them. 


"Now what?" exclaimed Squirtle. 
"Oh man, that looks like a..." before he finishes, the two are hit hard by the attack, causing Pichu to gasp in horror. "...Aerial Ace!" 


Fearow glanced down at them and smirked as they struggled to stand, "Give it up. You can't beat me, just face it. Hand over the Pichu and 
I may let you two go." 


Squirtle just grinned and said, "You think we're just gonna hand Pichu over to you? And give up on this tough battle? No way, we're gonna 
stand and fight for Pichu since he's like a brother to both of us. After all, we're Pokémon and we all have to look out for each other like a 
family, even if we're not alike. So get ready, Fearow, 'cause we're gonna beat that beak of yours into the ground!" 


While Fearow just laughed at what he called "sentimental drivel poop" both Pikachu and Pichu were moved by what Squirtle had said. 
Pikachu summoned the strength to stand up without wobbling, while Pichu came out from his hiding spot to help Squirtle stand up. After 
they both stood up, a feeling spread through the both of them that made them feel stronger. "I think I might've leveled up," said Squirtle. 
"I think I just did too," agreed Pikachu. He then looked down at Pichu and said, "But you'd better go back and hide, Pichu." 


Pichu glanced down and shook his head at this. "No, Big Brother," Pichu started, "Squirtle's totally right. It's time I pitched and helped you 
stop him as well." He then looked up at Squirtle and said, "I'm done being afraid. I'll help you stop him too." After a moment of hesitation, 
Squirtle and Pikachu both agreed to let Pichu help. 


"Excuse me, aren't you forgetting someone?" the Fearow angrily cawed. "If you're all just going to ignore me, THEN I"LL JUST FINISH YOU 
RIGHT NOW!" He then took off to attack with another Fury Attack, but the team of three was ready for him. Squirtle suddenly leapt forward 
and unleashed his new attack. 


"Take this! Bite attack!" He opened his mouth and brought his teeth down near Fearow's wing, causing the bird to halt his attack from the 
shock and it also caused him to cringe. After Squirtle backed off, Pikachu launched his attack. 


"Thunderbolt!" He then blasted Fearow was a jolt of lightning that was even more powerful than his earlier Thundershock. Suddenly, an 
idea occurred to Squirtle. 


"Hey, I have a plan to beat Fearow," he said. While Fearow recovered from the electric onslaught, Squirtle whispered his plan to Pikachu 
and Pichu. As Fearow finally snapped back to normal, they all nodded and turned to face him. Pichu dashed forward as if he was going to 
attack head-on. 


"Looks like I'll have my appetizer early!" Fearow growled. However, as Fearow was about to snap Pichu up in his beak, he suddenly spun in 
midair and landed of Fearow's back! Suddenly, his Static ability went into effect and left Fearow once again paralyzed. Pichu quickly 


jumped off and Squirtle made his move. 


"Tackle attack!" Squirtle launched his attack against Fearow, knocking the bird and giving it a rough landing, while Squirtle pushed off and 
landed away from Fearow while it struggled to move. At this, Pikachu jumped past Squirtle and attacked! 


"Thunderbolt!" Another strong jolt of electricity went flying at Fearow and pushed him back farther, as well as making him more paralyzed. 
Once the bolt ended, Pichu prepared for the final hit. 


"This is for scaring me and trying to eat me! VOLT TACKLE!" Pichu took off running at high speed towards Fearow, eventually being 
surrounded by electricity, making him look like an electric missile. At the last second, he jumped into Fearow's chest, and a large explosion 
followed. After a few seconds, Pichu flew out of the cloud and, due to the attack affecting his stamina, landed rather hard on his back. 
Squirtle and Pikachu rushed over to him and began to help him up. As Pichu managed to stand up, the cloud lifted and they looked ahead 
to see Fearow smashed into the wall with swirls in his eyes. 


"WE WON!" Squirtle, Pikachu, and Pichu all shouted and cheered. 


After working their way back the way they came, Squirtle, Pikachu, and Pichu eventually were leaving the entrance of Tiny Woods, with 
Squirtle having picked up a few more berries on the way out. After getting a fair distance away in case Fearow came after them, they 
stopped near the pond where Squirtle had originally woken. 


"Man, Squirtle, you sure were amazing back there! And thank you SO much for coming with me to help rescue Pichu!" exclaimed Pikachu. 
Squirtle rubbed the back of his head and giggled softly. "Aw, it was no problem. After all, isn't that what rescue teams do?" 
"I guess that's true!" agreed Pikachu, but he then noticed Pichu seemed to be staring up as Squirtle. "Hey, Pichu, is something wrong?" 


"..Squirtle, you're so cool!" squeaked Pichu, surprising both Pikachu and Squirtle. Squirtle felt a bit awkward since Pichu's eyes were so big 
and they looked like they had stars in them! "Um... he's looking at me like he adores me. But I guess I would be that happy if I just had my 
life saved!" 


Suddenly a voice shouted, "HEY! Squirtle!" They all turned to see who was calling and realized that it was Charmander and Chikorita. Soon, 
Squirtle's fellow teammates showed up looking a bit worried. 


"Where have you been? We were getting worried about you with all the time you were gone!" sighed Chikorita. 
"Uh, heh heh... sorry guys. I kind of happened to run into an emergency rescue mission, so..." Squirtle tried to say. 
"Oh! Hey Pikachu, Pichu! What are you guys doing here?" Charmander asked, as he just noticed the two standing behind Squirtle. 
"Well, like Squirtle was saying, he happened to be the only available member to accept my urgent rescue," explained Pikachu. 


The three of them then proceeded to fill Charmander and Chikorita in on the details of the mission, from when Squirtle came across 
Pikachu up to defeating the Fearow looking to turn them into a Pokemon value meal. Once they were done, they stopped talking to let the 
story sink in. 


"So that's what happened," said Charmander, then he grinned. "Well, it's a good thing you were in the right place, Squirtle!" 


"Yeah, you sure are getting good at doing great on rescue missions!" agreed Chikorita, as throughout the day, he had been slowly 
improving his performances during missions. 


"Y-You're not mad?" asked Squirtle, slightly confused. 


"For what? Like you said, there's no telling what would've happened to Pichu if you hadn't been there. That's more than a good enough 
reason to explain why you were absent so long trying to find supplies," replied Chikorita 


"Oh yeah, I got that done too!" smiled Squirtle, showing that he had managed to get some berries and a few apples during the rescue. 
"Then all in all, this unexpected rescue was a total success!" stated Charmander proudly. 


"Keep this up, and we'll be climbing up the ranks in no time," said Chikorita warmly. Squirtle was a bit curious as to what the ranks meant, 
but decided not to open his big mouth this time about something he didn't know. 


"Oh yeah, I found these while we were in the woods. You can have them," Pikachu said while giving Squirtle the Oran Berry, Pecha Berry, 
and Rawst Berry. "Anyway, it was fun working with you, Squirtle. You ever need any help with your rescue work, come by and see me. I'd 
be happy to return the favor!" 


"That's great, Big Brother!" squealed Pichu. "Thank you, Squirtle!" 
"See you guys later!" said Pikachu and then they headed back to the village. 


After a moment of watching them leave, Charmander turned back towards Squirtle and asked, "We stopped by the Pelipper Post Office 
before we came here, and there are still a bunch of jobs in the nearby areas still available. You still up for some more work?" 


Squirtle grinned and said, "You bet I am!" 


"Then come on, let's go!" said Chikorita before taking off for town with Charmander and Squirtle bringing up the rear. Squirtle still hadn't 
found any answers to his questions, but figured that he would find the answers in time. And he was going to keep helping his new friends 
and rescue teammates, no matter how long it would take to find the answers. 
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After a hard day of rescuing, Team Go-Getters got ready to break off for the night, taking great pride in all the hard work they Share 
accomplished in one day. When they met back in front of the team base, Charmander and Chikorita told Squirtle he could stay there, since 
he didn't have a place to stay and they both had their own respective places. Squirtle was very grateful for this, and they parted for the 
night promising each other to make the second day even better than the first. 


After removing his scarf and putting it and the toolbox in a nice dry corner of the base, he crawled onto the rocks in the small pond and 
quickly fell asleep. During the night, an ethereal feeling washed over him as he slept. 


Squirtle's Dream 


Squirtle's eyes opened to see flashes of many colors swirling around him. As he stood up and glanced around, shapes began to appear 
below him, as if emerging from a fogbank. As he watched, the objects steadily began to become clearer. Soon, he could make up a whole 
landscape, as he can see a forest, a running river, what seemed to be a city, and some mountains, one of which he was standing on top of. 


"Where am I...2" Squirtle asked himself as he looked around. "Am I dreaming this? Does this mean something?" Suddenly, he could feel 
another presence besides his own. 


"Is someone here?" Squirtle asked out loud, but received no response. He then began to think to himself, "Is it someone I know...? Hmm... 
I can't remember... Everything's still so fuzzy." Suddenly, the dream began to fade to black as he looked for the source of the presence. 


Blackness. Then... 


Squirtle's eyes began to open to the sunlight shining down on him. After closing them for a second to adjust to the brightness, he propped 
himself up and rubbed the sleep out. As he pulled himself to his feet and splashed himself with some water from the small waterfall, he 
recalled what happened last night. 


"I think I had a dream last night," he muttered to himself. "But I can't remember... what was that dream? What was it about?" 


He then shrugged it off with a grin and said, "Oh well, I've got rescue work to do today with Team Go-Getters!" He walked over to the 
toolbox and pulled his Pecha Scarf out, tying it around his neck before taking the strap of the toolbox and placing it over his left shoulder 
and chest. "Chikorita said that rescue requests can also come in the mail. Maybe I should check the mailbox to see if anything came," he 

mused to himself with a hand on his chin, then proceeded to exit the base. 


At the front of the base, Squirtle stopped in front of the mailbox and proceeded to open it and look inside. "Nothing. Kind of like my 
memory." He smiled at his little joke, as it helped perk him up at not finding anything. 


After closing the mailbox, he heard footsteps coming up behind him, and turned to see Charmander and Chikorita approaching him, awake 
and ready to work as well. Like Squirtle, they were also wearing their Pecha Scarves. 


"Morning, Squirtle! Aren't you up nice and early this morning!" called Charmander. Chikorita just smiled, before noticing that Squirtle 
seemed to have been checking the mailbox after waking up. 


"Oh, did you check the mailbox?" she asked. 
"Yeah, nothing in it, though," he responded. 


"Well, that's to be expected, I guess," Charmander sighed. "After all, we're still a new team, so it might be a while before we get any 
rescue requests in the mail. So don't let it get you guys down. We'll make our team name known soon enough!" 


His words kept the team's spirits high, but their attention was suddenly directed to the east, as they heard the sound of wings flapping. It 
was one of the Pelipper postal workers, running his rounds for the day. He slowed down his pace and landed on top of Team Go-Getters 
mailbox. 


"Mail call!" he said before dipping his beak to drop the mail in through the slot. "Good luck with your work today, amigos! I know I'll need 
some with all these rounds!" he stated, with his Hispanic accent being more noticeable this time. He then took off, leaving the team to see 
what he had delivered. 


Charmander decided to check the mailbox this time, so he opened it and checked to see what Pelipper had dropped off. 


"What did we get?" asked Chikorita. "Hmm, looks like we got our first issue of the Pokémon Newsletter," he said, then turned to Squirtle. 
"It usually contains help for rescue teams or news on current events in the world. Read it over if you have the time; I'll just put it back in 
the mailbox for now." 


"Gotcha," said Squirtle. "Is there anything else?" 


After putting the newsletter back inside, Charmander felt inside for anything else that might've been dropped off. Suddenly, he brushed 


against something and pulled out a letter. He glanced at it before he said, "Well, that was quick!" 
"Why? What is it?" asked Squirtle. 


"It's a Rescue Request! Check it out!" said Charmander, tossing the envelope over to Squirtle. After catching it, Squirtle opened the 
envelope and read it out loud. 


"BUZZ BZZ ZZT! I HEARD ABOUT FROM MY FRIENDS, PIKACHU AND PICHU. PLEASE, YOU MUST HELP! AN ODD MAGNETIC WAVE FLOWED 
THROUGH THE THUNDERWAVE CAVE, CAUSING MAGNEMITE AND MAGNEMITE TO BE FUSED TOGETHER. THAT'S NOT ENOUGH TO FORM A 
MAGNETON, BUT THEY'RE NOW TRAPPED IN THE CAVE DUE TO THE WAVE'S ENERGY. PLEASE, WE NEED HELP. 


FROM MAGNETMITE'S FRIEND." 
"Sure does sound urgent," Squirtle commented. 


"Well then, let's go!" said Chikorita. "Hold on, we should probably make a quick stop at the Felicity Bank and drop off our Poke before we 
go," Charmander suggested. 


"Sounds good to me. Let's go!" Squirtle said, and the team set out for Pokemon Square. 
Entrance to Pokémon Square... 


As Team Go-Getters began to walk into the village, Squirtle glanced around, seeing some Pokemon playing in the grass and river, and 
noting some of the houses that were present in addition to the shops. He continued looking around until they passed the heart of the 
square and headed for the Felicity Bank. The bank owner, Persian, was busy grooming himself until he noticed Team Go-Getters walking in 
front of him. He stopped his grooming and smiled at them, saying, "This is Felicity Bank. How may I help you?" 


"We came to deposit some Poke in our team account," explained Charmander. 
"Okay, then I'll just need your team name so I can jealously guard it," said Persian. 
"Team Go-Getters," Charmander said. Persian nodded and began to check his records. 


"Let's see... ah! Here it is. Now, how much would you like to deposit?" Charmander handed over the money Team Go-Getters had received 
from all the missions they had accomplished the previous day. Persian took it and placed the Poké into their account. 


"There we go. Please visit again soon!" He said. Squirtle, Charmander, and Chikorita smiled and waved goodbye while Persian went back to 
his grooming. With their money stored, Team Go-Getters left the village and set out on the path leading south from their team base before 
heading north to Thunderwave Cave. 


Later, north past the Tiny Woods... 


After some time of traveling and a quick lunch break by a small pond on their way, Team Go-Getters soon arrived at the entrance to 
Thunderwave Cave. As they approached, they noticed two Magnemites floating in front of the cave; they turned around as they heard the 
trio approach. 


"BZZT, YOU CAME TO HELP! OUR FRIENDS ARE AT THE END OF THE CAVE. WATCH OUT AS THE MAGNETIC WAVE SEEMS TO HAVE MADE 


SOME OF THE GROUND INSIDE UNSTABLE. GOOD LUCK!" said the Magnemite who sent the Rescue Request. Team Go-Getters nodded and 
entered to find the two Magnemite. 


Later... 


As Team Go-Getters proceeded deeper into the cave, they had to be cautious, as the cave was more dangerous than the Sinister Cave or 
Tiny Woods, as there were some points where they could not see the ground beneath some of the ledges. And like Magnemite said, the 
magnetic wave seemed to have made some cracks that made it look like the rock might break off from too much stress. 


As they walked, they eventually came to an area full of sleeping Voltorb. Charmander told Squirtle and Chikorita to be quiet so they 
wouldn't wake, and Squirtle made sure to keep an eye on the toolbox so he wouldn't make the mistake of bumping a Voltorb like he did 
with the Shroomish at Sinister Cave. While they made it past without waking any of the Voltorb, a sudden wave of energy went through 

the area and it got to the Voltorb. They suddenly awoke in a red-eyed rage, and immediately went after Team Go-Getters. 


"AHHH! Let's get out of here!" exclaimed Squirtle, to which Charmander and Chikorita were too happy to agree to. They tried to get far 
enough ahead to turn around and try to scare them back, but their round bodies allowed them to keep easily. This even allowed the Voltorb 
to land a few hits while the team was running. 


Suddenly, Squirtle spotted a passage that seemed to branch off from the main path, and the fact that he couldn't see all the way down 
meant it probably had a good length to it. "Hey guys, let's go this way!" called Squirtle. They stopped running and quickly followed him 
down the tunnel, the Voltorb trying to slow down enough so they could follow quickly. Soon enough, though, the team found a wall at the 

end. 


"Squirtle, this is a dead end!" cried Chikorita. "Guess I should have expected that," Squirtle said. He glanced down at his side and noticed 
an odd-looking rock next to his foot. "Hey, what's this?" he asked. 


"Looks like a Gravelerock," explained Charmander. "You can throw them to cause damage, but we've got bigger things to worry about!" 


They turned around, but the Voltorb hadn't shown up yet. Charmander and Chikorita were confused, but Squirtle had a hunch he knew 
why. They walked back a bit, and were surprised to see that because of the way the tunnel got narrower, the Voltorb couldn't squeeze 
through like the three of them could. 


"Wow! I didn't even notice that the tunnel gets narrow as it goes on until now!" exclaimed Chikorita, secretly wondering if Squirtle already 
knew this. 


"Looks like this was an excellent idea after all. Now they can't even try to run us over!" smiled Charmander. Unfortunately, the Voltorb 
didn't look very happy about this and the ones in front began to ready a Charge Beam attack. Once ready, they sent the attack towards the 
team, but Squirtle jumped in front and said what came to mind. 


"Protect!" he shouted, and suddenly a green sphere appeared around him! Thanks to the narrow tunnel, Charmander and Chikorita were 
behind him and didn't suffer any damage thanks to his guarding them. 


"Now we've got them! Dragon Rage!" Charmander yelled after the attack died down, his flame getting bigger, his eyes glowing white, and 

unleashing a big ball of fiery energy. The attack was powerful enough to knock out the Voltorb in front, knock out some of the ones behind 

them, and push the rest of the Voltorb out of the tunnel. Once the attack subsided, the team rushed to knock the Voltorb out before they 
could regroup. 


"Tackle!" called Chikorita, crashing into several of the Voltorb, then turning to a group that was a ways off. She then shouted "Magical 
Leaf!" and sent glowing green leaves at those Voltorb leaving them down for the count. 


Meanwhile, Squirtle and Charmander were behind her and dealing with the other Voltorb using Squirtle's Rapid Spin and Charmander's 
Scratch and Metal Claw. Soon, all the Voltorb were fainted, and, after enjoying their victory, watched the Voltorb go back to their resting 
area. 


"That was pretty tight," said Squirtle. "Hey, Chikorita, you want an Oran Berry? You look like you might need one." 


"No, there's no need Squirtle," she said, then focused her body and said, "Synthesis!" After a glow encompassed her for a few seconds, it 
faded and all of her wounds were healed. "See?" she smiled. 


"Then we're all good! So let's go help those Magnemites!" Squirtle exclaimed, and Chikorita and Charmander echoed it before moving on. 


Some time later, they reached the end of the cave, where they found the two Magnemites trying to detach from each other. They asked if 
Team Go-Getters was there to help, which they responded that they were. 


"BZZT, HOW DO WE GET OUT OF HERE?" they asked. Team Go-Getters proceeded to guide the two back to the entrance to the cave. As 
they got closer, the Magnemite could feel their attraction to each other weakening. Once they were at the entrance, the magnetic wave 
stopped having an effect on them and they came undone! As they snapped, they fired several Thundershocks into the air, creating a mini 
fireworks show. A few went off-course, one of them accidentally hitting Squirtle! 


"ZZT, SORRY ABOUT THAT..." they both apologized. 
"Nah, that's okay. That stray wasn't enough to put me out of my depth," Squirtle joked. 


"WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL TO YOU. WE WOULD'VE BEEN UNABLE TO SEE OUR FRIENDS AGAIN WITHOUT YOUR HELP," one of the other 
Magnemites said. They then gave Team Go-Getters their reward of 500 Poke and a Reviver Seed, which Chikorita said can fully revive any 
Pokemon that collapses from exhaustion. The Magnemite then left the cave, and Team Go-Getters soon followed, heading back for 
Pokemon Square. 


After getting back, they saw that there was still enough time left in the day to do some Rescue Requests from the message board, so they 
set out for the Pelipper Post Office to see what kinds of jobs were available. 


By evening, Team Go-Getters was quite exhausted from all the work they did and each of the members went home to rest so they could 
be ready for more work tomorrow. 


Later that night... 


Some ways off from the village, in an open area in one of the forested areas, a group of Pokémon, collectively known as Team ACT, had 
set up camp for the night. 


"That was a bit of a tricky mission back at Magma Cavern, but it's good to know Plusle and Minun are safe and without any harm," 
Charizard mentioned. 


"That's why they call for a Rescue Team of our rank; we can handle those kinds of jobs better than nearly any other team," Tyranitar said. 


"Now... it's just a few more days until we are back in Pokémon Square. We'll stock up and see if there are any Pokémon that left requests 
that need our assistance," the leader, Alakazam, said. Charizard and Tyranitar nodded and got ready to settle down and enjoy their meal 
for the night. 
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Three days have passed since Team Go-Getters' successful Magnemite mission at Thunderwave Cave, and in that time, Pikachu has Share 
held true to his promise and came to help Squirtle, Chikorita, and Charmander with their rescue missions over the past two days. With the 
help they received from Pikachu, Team Go-Getters was promoted to the Bronze Rank, and they couldn't have been happier. However, the 
night before they were promoted, Squirtle experienced the vision he had had two nights ago, though he appeared in the forest this time, 
and could still only faintly hear the voice of whoever was in his dreams; he still could not see who it was either, though he could tell it was 
a Pokémon. Tonight, as he was sleeping, the dream once again came to him. 


Squirtle's Dream 


Squirtle opened his eyes to once again see the swirling colors, which continued to flash all around as the landscape once again formed. 
First, the mountains appeared as if emerging from a fogbank, with the forest forming a ways away from the base of it. In between the 
forest was a city, with grass and a pond near the forest side and a rocky terrain and a flowing river near the mountain's base. This time, 
Squirtle found himself in the streets of the city. 


"Again... it's that dream again for the second night in a row..." Squirtle murmured as he wandered through the city, seeing many large 
buildings, one of which had a futuristic feel to it and a building that looked like an ordinary orange roofed building outside, but had what 
looked like an arena inside. As he went towards the mountain side, he stopped at the base of a large statue of a Pokémon, which had an 

old plaque that he couldn't read because the fog-like nature of his dream prevented him from seeing what was on it. 


"Strange... it feels like I've been here before, but how?" Squirtle wondered as he continued to look at the Pokémon on the statue, which also 
looked familiar. Suddenly, he felt the presence again and turned to see the same silhouette he had seen last night. 


"That Pokémon... Who could it be?" he wondered as he tried to look closely at the one standing before him while listening to hear what it 
said. He realized he could hear a little better this time, and could tell whoever was talking to him was clearly a female. 


"Seems that I can hear better this time..." He then focused on listening to what the Pokémon had to say, though he could only hear bits of 
what she was saying. 


"...What? Human? Role? What are you talking about?" he asked the Pokémon, hoping to get a response, but the silhouette suddenly began 
to flicker as it disappeared. 


"N-no, wait. Please don't go. Please, I want to know more about what is going on," he pleaded, hoping it wouldn't fade away just yet and 
that he would be able to understand more. However, the Pokemon still disappeared, and suddenly the landscape began to fade away as 
well. 


"I can't...Stay focused... Everything's going black again..." Squirtle said as the darkness overtook the small rise he was standing on and he 
began to drift back to the real world as the swirling colors vanished too... 


Darkness covered the area. Then a light appeared... 


The bright sunlight began to shine through the openings in Team Go-Getter's base, bathing the plants and water, as well as shedding some 
light on Squirtle. While he was already waking up, having it shine down right in his face made him fully wake up quickly. He stretched out 
before he stood up and took a dip in the small pond. As he enjoyed swimming and washing off anything on his body, his thoughts turned 

to the city in his dreams and what he heard. 


"Hmm... What was that about?"he wondered as he climbed out of the water and got his scarf and the toolbox. 'T know I'm actually a 
human, but that Pokémon also mentioned something about a role. I woke up in this world with a head as empty as my stomach is right 
now, so I wonder what she meant." 


Before leaving, he grabbed one of the apples out of the toolbox to satisfy his empty stomach, then proceeded to exit as he continued to go 
through the questions in his head. He stopped just outside the doorway so he could finish off his apple, and after doing so, Charmander 
and Chikorita walked up, seeming to be refreshed by their sleep last night, though Squirtle couldn't tell right away since he was still lost in 
thought. 


"Morning, Squirtle!" they both chimed, and they noticed that Squirtle seemed to be a little slow in answering them. 
"Ha ha ha! What's the matter? Didn't get enough sleep last night?" grinned Charmander, seeming more uppity than usual. 
"No, I got plenty of sleep. It's... Something else," Squirtle answered. 


"Oh? What's that?" wondered Chikorita. Squirtle hesitated a moment before deciding that it was time he revealed the events that 
occasionally occurred at night. 


"Well, you see..." And he proceeded to explain the dream he had had three times so far, mentioning the landscape, the swirling colors, the 
fog-like nature of the dreams, and the mysterious Pokémon that had been appearing and what she said. Both Charmander and Chikorita 


listened intently, taking in every detail that he mentioned. 


"Mm-hmm... okay," Charmander responded as Squirtle finished his explanation. Chikorita then said, "Squirtle, you did say that you used to 
be a human, right?" At this, Squirtle shot them a look; it clearly said, "Yeah, I did, and how was it that YOU responded?" Chikorita and 
Charmander immediately took notice of what his face was saying, and immediately got nervous, knowing they had basically made fun of 
him when he told them he was a human before this. 


"Uh... Heh heh... Yeah, that's right, you did mention that..." Charmander nervously replied. 


"Well... Anyway, what I'm getting at is maybe those dreams happen to have something to do with what led to you waking up in the forest," 
Chikorita explained. Squirtle nodded, thinking that Chikorita made a good point. 


Charmander then looked at Squirtle and asked, "So what do you want to do, Squirtle?" Noticing the confused look both Chikorita and 
Squirtle had, he continued, "Do you want to stay like this, or do you want to be a human again?" 


Seeing what Charmander was getting at, Squirtle started to think about what he should say. Hmm... Until now, I never really thought 
about that. I was just going to stick with Charmander and Chikorita and see how things turned out. But... do I want to be a human again? 
I'm not sure... I like being Squirtle, but I can't just brush off my humanity like a temple caretaker sweeping leaves." 


Charmander noticed that Squirtle seemed to have a look of indecision, as if trying to find the best way to answer his question. "Is this a 
hard decision for you to make, Squirtle?" he asked, jerking Squirtle out of his thoughts. "Well, I think the answer's simple! It's more fun if 
you stay here with me and Chikorita!" Charmander exclaimed, to which Chikorita smiled, thinking the same thing. Squirtle still wasn't sure 

that was the answer to his dilemma, but decided to go along with it for now. 


"Anyway, there are still plenty of Rescue Requests posted on the message board, so let's get to work today!" said Chikorita before running 
off in the direction of town, with Charmander and Squirtle close behind. 


After passing through Pokémon Square and checking the board for missions, they prepared to depart when a cheery voice called for them, 
so they went over to the shop next to Felicity Bank. 


"Friends are my treasures! Welcome to Wigglytuff Club- a circle of friends!" the owner of the shop, Wigglytuff, proclaimed as they stepped 
up. As it turned out, not even Charmander or Chikorita knew what the Wigglytuff Club was, so Wigglytuff explained it to Team Go-Getters. 


"See, the Wigglytuff Club is kind of like a social club between friends, but a little different since it's for Rescue Teams. It allows Rescue 
Teams to go to Friend Areas, which are special areas where both teams and friends of the team can gather to participate in all kinds of 
things, like sports and music. Essentially, it's a way for Rescue Teams to spend a day off with friends, and they also act as places for 
Pokémon to live at." Team Go-Getters understood what Wigglytuff was telling them, who then said, "Since this your first visit here, I'll give 
you the locations of Wild Plains and Mist-Rise Forest so you can start making new friends!" 


"WAIT!" someone shouted, and everyone turned to see Pikachu, Pichu, and the Magnemites that were rescued coming towards them. Once 
they were there, they started talking to Wigglytuff. 


"BUZZ BUZZ! IF YOU'RE GIVING LOCATIONS OF FRIEND AREAS, CAN YOU ALSO GIVE MY FRIENDS THE LOCATION OF THE POWER PLANT 
FRIEND AREA?" one of the Magnemites asked Wigglytuff. 


"Yeah, and the Energetic Forest Friend Area too?" added Pikachu. "You see, we're all friends of Team Go-Getters and want to be able to 
participate with them in the events that go on in the Friend Areas where we usually hang out." Pichu nodded at what his brother said. 


"Okay, gotcha! Anything for friends, after all! Just let me get a map, so that you know where they are..." said Wigglytuff as he rummaged 
behind his counter for one. He then pulled one out and said, "I'm giving it away today! Wigglytuff, Wigglytuff, let's be friends... YOOM-TAH!" 
A bright flash then occurred, and the previously unmarked map suddenly had the names of the Friend Areas on it! "Congratulations! Now, 
be sure to hold onto that map so you know where to go. They may be close, but there are a lot of them!" 


"Wow, thanks!" said Team Go-Getters. Wigglytuff then said, "From now on, if you meet someone who lives in a Friend Area not marked on 
your map and you make friends with them, their Friend Area will automatically be marked for you! I also sell them, so you can also buy 
from me if you want to go someplace new!" 


"THANK YOU, WIGGLYTUFF!" everyone said, then one of the Magnemite said, "SPEAKING OF THE POWER PLANT, I THINK I'LL GO REST UP 
THERE. FEEL FREE TO COME VISIT ME, OKAY?" 


"Sure thing! Thanks everyone!" Squirtle, Chikorita, and Charmander said. Everyone nodded and said goodbye to Wigglytuff, who said to 

come again and that they were all friends. The Magnemite left after a few moments, but Pikachu and Pichu stayed to chat with Team Go- 

Getters as they walked back towards the center of the Square. As they approached, they noticed that something seemed to be going on 
there. 


"Please, I need help! You've got to help my friend!" said a Jumpluff, who looked really worried, to a Shiftry and two Nuzleaf. "Forget it. 
You'll have to do better than that if you want Team Shiftry's help." Shiftry, seemingly the leader, said. "B-But my friend just needs a gust of 
wind! Please!" cried Jumpluff. 


"Hey, what's going on, Lombre?" asked Pikachu, as Team Go-Getters and Pichu were also curious. 


"Oh, you mean that scene there?" Lombre asked, to which everyone nodded. Turning toward the center, he said, "That Jumpluff there has 
been asking for help, but not getting anyone's help. See that guy there, the one with the long hair and pointy nose?" he asked, indicating 
Shiftry. "That's Shiftry, and he's in a Rescue Team with those Nuzleaf. But they're a greedy bunch, because they usually don't accept jobs 
unless they involve a good money reward. Jumpluff has been asking around, but..." He then turned back to Squirtle, Charmander, Chikorita, 
Pikachu, and Pichu and said, "I feel sorry for that poor Pokémon. He needs a good Rescue Team that's willing to do it, no matter what the 
reward." 


As Pichu was about to ask Team Go-Getters if they would try to help Jumpluff, everyone in the village center suddenly heard someone say, 
"Wait!" Everyone turned to the entrance, and Shiftry realized that it was Team ACT. "What? What is it?" Shiftry asked, seeming a bit 
worried about why Alakazam was addressing him, while everyone else to be amazed to see the famous Gold Rank Rescue Team was back. 


Stepping forward, Alakazam said, "Rather coldhearted, aren't you, Shiftry? Jumpluff clearly said that his friend needs a strong gust of wind 
to be rescued. Your leafy fans can whip up powerful winds, so it is an easy matter for you. Help that Pokemon out." 


Shiftry looked back at Jumpluff, then glanced around a few times before relenting to what Alakazam said. "Agh... Alright, we'll do it. Come 
on, Nuzleaf," Shiftry said, before brushing past Alakazam's team to rescue Jumpluff's friend. Everyone was in awe at how Shiftry agreed 


without putting up any further argument. 


Squirtle nudged Chikorita and whispered, "Hey, who are they?" Chikorita turned to him and said, "It's Alakazam's team, Team ACT." This 
was heard by Lombre, who realized she was speaking to Squirtle, and he said, shocked, "What? You've don't know who Alakazam is?" 
Charmander and Chikorita knew that Squirtle was new, so they knew that he didn't know Alakazam's team, and they said this to Lombre. 
Still, Squirtle muttered under his breath "There goes my big mouth again..." 


Lombre then explained, "Alakazam's team is the most famous one around these parts." He pointed to the team member to Alakazam's 
right, "That's Charizard. His Flamethrower is so hot, they say it can melt mountains!" Charmander then added, "He's also my older brother," 
which left even Chikorita shocked, as he apparently never mentioned this. 


Lombre then pointed to the Pokemon on Alakazam's left and said, "That's Tyranitar. He takes great pride in his armored body and amazing 

strength." Lastly, he motioned towards Alakazam and said, "And that's the leader, Alakazam. He prefers to fight with psychic powers rather 

than physical attacks. He's endowed with an amazing brain and an IQ of 5,000. Apparently, he's memorized every event that has happened 
in the world. He's clearly in charge of all the commanding in the team." Squirtle nodded and said, "Gotcha." 


Jumpluff went up to Alakazam and said, "Oh, thank you." Alakazam simply waved a hand and said, "No need for thanks. It's natural that 
you should seek help. If anyone else turns you down, come see me. Take care." Jumpluff then got out of Team ACT's way as they headed 
for the Pelipper Post Office, briefly stopping so Charizard could say "hi" to his little brother and ask how things were going. However, as 
they passed the group, Alakazam suddenly stopped, as if he sensed something, and turned around, which surprised some of the members 
in the small group. 


Charizard and Tyranitar turned back, wondering why Alakazam stopped. "What's the matter?" Charizard asked. Alakazam continued to 
stare, seemingly into space, for a few more seconds before saying, "Nothing. Nothing is wrong." He then turned back to his teammates and 
said, "Come, let's go." With that, the team turned and headed for the Post Office, though Alakazam could still sense something was wrong 

in one of the Pokémon they had just passed, specifically the newest member of Team Go-Getters... 


"Whew! That was kind of scary for a moment!" Pichu sighed, and the others had to agree with him. After Lombre walked away, Chikorita 
turned to Charmander and said, "How come this is the first I've heard of Team ACT's Charizard being your older brother?" Charmander 
thought for a moment before shrugging and said, "I guess it just slipped my mind, heh heh," causing everyone to face-fault. Charmander 
then said, "Actually, it was my brother that inspired me to want to form a Rescue Team. I saw the things he did with Alakazam and 
Tyranitar once, and it really got me thinking of starting a team myself. I really want to be able to help out Pokémon just like he does, so 
when he said he was heading back after stopping for a visit at Mt. Cleft, I asked if there were places to live here in Pokémon Square, and 
when he said there were, I asked if I could tag along with him, since this is a great place for new teams to get started. After a while of 
talking with our parents, he agreed and brought me here so I could see if I had what it takes to begin a Rescue Team." 


After Charmander was finished, Squirtle said, "Well, so far, it looks like it's coming along great, huh?" Chikorita said, "Yeah, that's right! 
Let's keep it going and make our team great, just like Team ACT!" Charmander smiled and said, "Thanks, you guys. And you're right. We're 
off to a good start, so let's get to work today!" And with that, they took off to complete the jobs they had picked off the message board, 
while Pikachu decided to stay behind since Pichu wanted him to help him train. But as Team Go-Getters set off to get their work done, 
Squirtle couldn't shake this odd feeling from his mind that popped up when Alakazam stopped and turned around. Even though it looked 
like Alakazam had just been staring off into space the whole time, Squirtle knew that Alakazam had actually been looking at him at some 
point, like he knew something about Squirtle. He didn't know what to make of it, but decided not to mention it to Charmander and 
Chikorita yet. 


Meanwhile, throughout the whole commotion going on in the square, a certain Gengar was hiding out in the bushes where not even Aunty 
Kangaskhan could see him. He had seen and heard everything, including noticing that Alakazam seemed to have taken note of Squirtle for 
some reason. 


"What was up with him? Seemed like the guy was sensing something big, but why would he look at the little squirt? He definitely had his 
eyes on him for some reason..." Gengar thought to himself, before standing up. 


"Oh well, it doesn't matter. So, the little lizard seems to have a dream of being among the best, eh? Well, soon, Team Meanies will be sure 
to show him he's WAY out of his league and all their successes were just dumb luck! Heh heh heh!" he said, snickering to himself. He then 
took off to go meet up with Medicham and Ekans. 

Music: 

Squirtle's Dream- Place of Memory (Final Fantasy IX) 

Return of Team ACT- Opening/Menu (Metroid Prime) (Super Smash Brothers Brawl) 

Working Towards a Dream- ~Battle Cry~ (Stand Up!) (Pokémon anime Season 12) 


Gengar's Plot- Rival Appears (Pokemon Red and Blue) 
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It has been several days since Team Shiftry reluctantly set out to help Jumpluff's friend thanks to Alakazam of Team ACT, and Team _ Share 

Go-Getters has continued to do its best with the rescue work, their name being recognized as among the fastest growing Rescue Teams by 

the Pokémon Rescue Organization, who had recognized them as being qualified as a Bronze Rank Rescue Team. Word was slowly but surely 
spreading about the young Rescue Team, even that they were likely to have the potential to become a Silver Ranked Rescue Team. 


Now, it was approaching dusk, and the members of Team Go-Getters were all inside their Rescue Team Base enjoying dinner together as 
they normally did before meeting up in front and breaking off for the night. They were making light conversation while eating, specifically 
about what happened during the day. 


"Did anyone get a look at that Electabuzz that attacked us at Thunderwave Cave?" Charmander asked as he finished eating a berry. "His 
eyes reminded me of how Skarmory's looked when we battled her." 


"Maybe it's because the natural disasters are making more Pokemon enraged?" suggested Squirtle as he bit into an apple. "Now that you 
mention it, some of the Pokémon in Tiny Woods acted similar to Skarmory before we beat her, including that Fearow that grabbed Pichu. 
Pikachu said the earthquake that opened the fissure might've been the reason for how they were acting." 


"Maybe," Chikorita responded as she slurped up some berry soup, "but there are some Pokémon that can look and act like that without any 
kind of influence, kind of like how Team Meanies acted when we first met them. It could just be how they act, that's always a possibility. 


"Speaking of Team Meanies, what happened to them after we rescued Pikachu? Does anyone know?" Squirtle wondered. "From what I've 
heard, they haven't been seen since then. For some reason, they just seemingly up and left after we helped them at Mt. Steel," Still, 
you've gotta wonder what they've been doing since then, like if they're doing their rescue work," Charmander said. 


"Well, I don't think many of the villagers wonder that," Chikorita stated. "After all, they were just concerned for Pichu getting the help he 
needed and just hoped that whoever took the job would get it done. I mean, nobody really asked any questions about their involvement in 
the mission, except Aunty Kangaskhan, and just to ask if Team Meanies tried to cause any more trouble." 


"Yeah, that's true, but it's not like they're bad guys, right? They just more represent the name of their team," Squirtle said. 


"Well, I can't argue with that," replied Chikorita. "They act mean, just like their name, but if we see them again, we'll see if that's all they 
are." 


"And who knows when that'll happen?" said Charmander. "We could see them tomorrow, or not for a while. Depends on what they've 
decided to do, right?" 


"It'll probably happen sooner than expected," Squirtle said, and they went back to eating with that thought for a bit, before talking more 
about their day. 


Later, dinner was done, and they went to the front of the base, where they said their goodnights and promised to do good work tomorrow 
before Charmander and Chikorita left for their own homes. After walking back inside, Squirtle lay down on his spot and went off to sleep, 
wondering if he'd see the dream tonight, since he hadn't since a few days ago. As he slept, he began to toss and turn, as he dreamt a new 
dream... 


Squirtle's Dream 


Squirtle opened his eyes to see where he was. However, they felt heavy, and he could only open them about halfway. This was still enough 
for him to see that the ground was rushing past him, as if he was being carried by someone or something in a hurry. He tried to move, but 
his whole body felt heavier than his eyes and could only manage to manipulate his head somewhat. 


As his holder continued running, Squirtle became aware that attacks were flying towards them, possibly to stop whoever was carrying him. 
He could see flashes of fire just narrowly go over him, water blasts that just narrowly missed their target, and leaves whizzing past him, as 
this mysterious runner was quite fast and skilled at dodging without needing to slow down very much. There were also several Pokémon 
who attempted to come in close for a physical attack, some of which managed to hit. He even felt himself slipping a few times from all the 
dodges and hits, but their target was determined to not let him fall, and managed to do so. And yet, there was nothing he could do to 
escape or try to ward off the attackers. He just hung, lost in thought, through the whole ordeal. 


Soon, the grass and dirt faded into rock as he was run through a short passage, his Pokemon pursuers not giving up the chase. After 
exiting the passage, he saw some buildings much like the ones in his last dream, which were quickly passed as the figure soon stopped to 
change direction before taking a leap up a set of steps and then leaping up a ways ahead over a rise in a rock wall. Another direction 
change and they were off again, with the Pokemon still trying to catch up to them, though several were not as agile and were out of the 
chase. They continued in this direction for a short while, before his holder suddenly began to jump up the ledges of a large mountain. 
Although a few of the Pokémon were able to continue after them, by the time Squirtle could begin to see snow, they had lost track of him. 
His mysterious runner ducked into a cave and continued its ascent of the mountain, going into caves and out before reaching an ancient 
structure. In the rock at the other side, there seemed to be a dark, glowing hole, which he figured must be some kind of portal. As they 
passed into it, darkness overtook Squirtle's vision... 


End of dream 


Squirtle bolted up on his rock in a panic, breathing hard and sweating bad. He managed to slow his breathing by taking a few deep 
breaths. He looked into the pond to make sure he was alright, then he bent down to take a drink before deciding to take a quick swim to 
make sure he calmed down. 


"What did I see last night?' he thought to himself as he swam. "Who was holding me, and where were they taking me? I'm confused... But 
then again, that doesn't take much." 


After his swim, Squirtle pulled himself out of the pond and sat down near the rock with a waterfall for a minute to muse about what he had 
seen. Unable to draw an image that matched the one in his dream, he went to put on his scarf and grab the toolbox when Charmander, 
Chikorita, Pikachu, and Pichu walked through the door. 


"Good morning, Squirtle!" Pichu chimed, snapping Squirtle out of whatever he was thinking of. He figured Pikachu would be coming to 
assist with the rescue jobs today, which Pikachu confirmed. 


"Now that we're all prepared, let's go do our best!" Charmander spoke up, with Squirtle, Chikorita, and Pikachu agreeing with him. Pichu 
felt sad that he couldn't come with, but Pikachu reassured him that they would get back to training later that day, which brightened Pichu's 
spirits. But before they could leave to get any Rescue Requests, they heard a voice that sounded eerily familiar to most of them. 


"Heh heh heh! So this is Team Go-Getters' base, huh?" The voice clearly belonged to a male, and everyone dashed out to see that they 
weren't wrong in guessing who the owner was. It was Gengar, the leader of Team Meanies, as well as his teammates, Medicham and 
Ekans, standing out in front! 


"So it is. Not a bad piece of real estate, but they could at least jazz it up a bit, don't you think?" spoke Medicham. "Guess that depends on 
what you think is in chic, right?" Ekans asked. 


"Excuse me, who are you three?" Pikachu asked, not knowing what to think since he had only heard of Team Meanies from Pichu and Team 
Go-Getters; he did not know much else about them. Everyone else seemed to be confused as to what Team Meanies was doing here; 
however, they did not seem to acknowledge that anyone had spoken at all. They just strode closer until something seemed to catch their 
eyes. 


"Hey, look! A mailbox!" exclaimed Ekans. "Yeah, check it out!" grinned Gengar. They then proceeded to open the mailbox and noticed that 
there were Rescue Requests that were unanswered. "Ooh, look at those Rescue Requests! We'll take them all, thank you," chirped 
Medicham. At this, Squirtle, Chikorita, Charmander, Pikachu, and Pichu dashed forward from the doorway, not pleased with the sight of 
what Gengar, Medicham, and Ekans were doing. 


"Hey! Put those back! They were sent to us, not Team Meanies!" exclaimed Charmander. At this, Team Meanies finally took note of the five 
Pokémon standing in front of the base. 


"Hey, relax! That doesn't mean that YOU have to do it, you know!" Gengar replied. "Yeah, don't be greedy. Spread some of it around and 
slack off for a change," smirked Medicham. "Besides, we haven't gotten anything worthwhile in the past few days, so you're just gonna 
lighten the load, got it?" added Ekans. 


"What's with you guys? Why do you have to cause trouble to everyone you come across?" said Chikorita, getting sick of the way Gengar 
and his buddies were treating not only them, but also Pichu. 


"Trouble? I prefer to call it hazing!" Gengar grinned. "Someone has to keep you from getting all the glory and rewards," added Ekans. "So 
go take a hike, kids, and let the professionals get to work," Medicham concluded. 


"What, did helping you at Mt. Steel mean nothing to you?" Squirtle demanded to know. "We help you when you were in trouble, and now 
you do this?" Charmander growled, angry at this. 


"Now why would we want to do that? We just need some actual opportunities to work, and you need someone to keep you on your toes, so 
this works on both levels. And there are still plenty of jobs at the Pelipper Post Office that are more time manageable for a Bronze Rescue 
Team, so chill out," Gengar explained, then turned to Medicham and Ekans and said, "I've said my piece, so let's go." The trio then took off 
before anyone had a chance to do anything. 


"Jeez, they sure were a talkative bunch," said Pikachu when Team Meanies disappeared from sight. Pichu then ran over to the mailbox and 
looked inside. "Aah! They took every request that was in here!" he cried. Everyone rushed over to Pichu to comfort him; while they were 
doing so, they heard the Pelipper postal worker coming to make his usual deliveries, slowing down and landing on top of the mailbox. 


"Mail call!" he said and dipped his beak, resulting in a small CLUNK being heard inside the mailbox. He then turned to look down at the 
Pokemon standing there and said, "Good day to you all! I believe that today's newsletter has some interesting information for all Rescue 
Teams. Well, back to work!" He then took off and went to deliver the rest of the mail he had. 


Chikorita turned to Pichu and said, "Don't worry, Pichu. We've got some more missions, and it was starting to get crowded inside of that 
mailbox. Team Meanies probably ended up doing a favor for us and them." Pichu nodded understandingly, and then Squirtle added, "Still, 
next time they try to cause trouble, we'll be sure to show them not to take Team Go-Getters so lightly," which was echoed by Charmander 

and Chikorita. Squirtle then decided to check the newsletter to see what Pelipper was talking about. 


"What's up, Squirtle?" asked Pikachu. Squirtle glanced over the newsletter briefly then decided to read it out loud. Before he did, he 
brushed his hand over his head since it was kind of warm this morning, but as he did, he felt something besides a slight sweat. He 
hesitated a second, then began to read the newsletter. 


"Attention to all Rescue Teams! Due to the numbers of new Rescue Teams being started, Pokémon from all over have decided to open new 
training facilities so new teams can learn lessons essential to creating an effective Rescue Team. Run by volunteer Pokémon, several of 
these dojos have been recently opened, which are listed below, along with their location: 


Makuhita Dojo- Pokémon Square 
Marowak Dojo- Treasure Town 
Aqua Dojo- Pokémon Beach 
Lightning Dojo- Pokémon Garden 


Flame Dojo- Pokémon Village 


Come and train your skills at any of these brand new locations to prepare your team for any challenges it may come across. You can keep 
anything you find as part of your training, in addition to gaining valuable experience. 


From the Pokémon Rescue Organization" 


After finishing, there was silence for a few moments, then Pichu stated, "Hey, maybe we should all go train at the Makuhita Dojo! I'll get to 
continue my training with big brother, and you guys can prepare yourself for handling more Rescue Requests!" After a moment's thought, 
everyone agreed and headed for Pokemon Square to go find the Makuhita Dojo. 


Pokémon Square 


After crossing the bridge, the group headed for the center to find out where the new dojo was located. Once there, they found Lombre, 
Snubbull, and Bellsprout seemingly hanging around. After asking them, the three pointed them to the south road, which would lead to the 
dojo. Before going, Charmander, Squirtle, and Chikorita stopped by Aunty Kangaskhan's warehouse to drop off a few extra items they had 

picked up yesterday, and she thanked them and bid them good luck. They all then followed the road and found the Makuhita Dojo. Since 

the doorway was open, they stepped inside. 


Makuhita Dojo 


Stepping inside, they found what appeared to be a large arena in the center, as well as what looked like the entrances to various training 
rooms along the wall. They were soon greeted by the owner of the dojo, Master Makuhita. 


"This is the Makuhita Dojo! Through training, one begets true power!" boomed Master Makuhita. "Who is it that enters the dojo? It better 
not be that magazine guy or the insurance salesman again!" Everyone sweat dropped and giggled at this, then Charmander spoke up. 


"Uh, no. Actually, we're all looking to train to up our levels and be ready for harder rescue tasks. We heard this was the place to come for 
that," Charmander explained. 


"Ah! You wish to train at my dojo, do you? Your decision stands! Let the training begin! Prepare yourselves!" 
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It was about midday, just shortly after lunch, and Team Go-Getters, along with Pikachu and Pichu, were still at the Makuhita Dojo Share 
practicing their moves. While they had stopped for a short lunch break, they were still training hard in the arena, practicing their moves on 
the targets Master Makuhita had prepared for all who came to train, as well as doing some friendly sparring against each other to test 
against moving targets, as well as making sure they could dodge each other. Noticeably, the members of Team Go-Getters weren't wearing 
their usual good luck Pecha Scarves. Squirtle was wearing a Special Band on his right wrist, a sky blue band that raised his long-range 
attacks, Charmander was wearing a Defense Scarf, a gray scarf that raised his defense, Chikorita was wearing a Power Band, a brown 
colored band that wrapped around her neck that increased physical attacks, Pikachu had a Zinc Band on his left arm, which raised his 
special defense, and Pichu had a Detect Band tied around his left ear, which raised his evasiveness and the ends gave his ear a notched 
appearance. All of these were either received from Rescue Requests, found in caves and forests, or had been bought from the Kecleon 
Brothers shop. 


All morning, these five had been working on learning new moves and raising their levels in order to be prepared for the harder missions 
that they were now able to take on. Squirtle had grown quickly, perfecting Water Pulse and Aqua Tail, and was currently trying to learn Ice 
Beam in case they should encounter Dragon-type Pokémon in the future. Charmander had also been working hard, as he had learned Fire 

Fang and Slash, but was having trouble getting his flames to wrap up in a Fire Spin. Having already perfected Poisonpowder long ago, it 
didn't take Chikorita long to learn Sweet Scent, as well as Reflect and Light Screen for when Squirtle couldn't block attacks. While she was 
looking into more techniques she could use, Pikachu had managed to add Feint and Agility to his move set. And Pichu was having a better 

time getting a handle on his electricity, as he took less of a shock when he launched a Thundershock, as well as learning Sweet Kiss and 

Nasty Plot. 


Now, with their lunch break over with, Squirtle, Charmander, Chikorita, Pikachu, and Pichu were supposed to undergo the second part of 
their training. They had no idea what it was, as Master Makuhita had been very tight-lipped about the details of what it involved. They 
expected to find out soon, though, as soon as Master Makuhita came back inside after answering the door, which was closed whenever 

there were Pokemon training. They knew who it was after a minute, however. 


"FOR THE LAST TIME, I'M NOT INTERESTED! NOW, GET OUT!" came Master Makuhita's booming voice, followed by a loud WHUMP as he 
apparently kicked the salesman out the doorway. "Alright, fine! See how you like it when you aren't getting the discount you could have if 
you'd just agree to a subscription!" They could hear the voice of the magazine guy Master Makuhita had mentioned earlier, and Squirtle 
immediately knew that it was the kind of voice you heard from one of those slimy used car salesmen who tried to make a used car sound 
like it was the Persian's meow. After that, Master Makuhita walked back inside and slid the twin doors between the entrance and the main 
training room shut. 


"Sorry about that. Those leeches never seem to know what it means to take a hint," he explained to his trainees. They all just said it was 
okay, knowing what it was like to try to convince salesmen that they had a life beyond the sales pitch and they were intruding on it. "Well 
then, let's just say we all feel the same way!" smiled Master Makuhita, which everyone agreed to. 


"Now then, I did mention that we would be moving on to the next part of your training after lunch, right?" asked Master Makuhita, to 
which everyone nodded. "Well, as you all know, it's good to have a strong balance of offense, defense, and evasiveness when confronting 
a dangerous foe," he explained while walking towards one of the walls. "Usually, that's enough to be able to win in most situations. But 
there are times when a match can be decided before it even starts, depending on how you approach the situation or are approached. So a 
major factor in determining a winner can, ultimately, be the element of surprise," he said, stopping at one of the walls. He then turned his 
head around, grinned, and said, "Surprise!" He then pressed a hidden button on the wall and the arena floor suddenly opened like a trap 
door! 


All five young rescuers fell a short ways before landing on a carefully positioned slide that would ensure they didn't hurt anything when 
they reached the bottom. After sliding down a ways, it suddenly split off into multiple directions, forcing everyone to go in a different 
direction. Soon they all landed at the bottom of their respective slide. Squirtle looked up to see he had landed in a forest area that had 
walls at the edges of it. Similarly, Charmander wound up in an ice cave, Chikorita in a swampy looking area, Pikachu in a set of old ruins, 
and Pichu in a granite cave. 


"What's going on here?" was the first thing everyone said. Then, from up above them, they could hear Master Makuhita's voice. "This is the 
last part of your training that I mentioned. As much as you may think otherwise, there will be times when you can't be together. This final 
part will test you on using everything you've learned to see what you need to work on individually. Find your way through the training 
room you are currently in until you can find the stairs which will bring you back up here. That is your final test." 


Now that they knew what they had to do, each of them stood up and started to search for the exit. 
Squirtle: Grass Room 


As he began to wander around the forest area, Squirtle felt very at home with these trees surrounding him, as they made him feel relaxed. 
He was trying to be careful not to get too relaxed so he'd let his guard down, but he felt at peace all the same. 


"Ah... so nice in here... and... for some reason, nostalgic," he said as he walked amongst the trees and various plants. Suddenly, some 
Exeggcute and Sunkern popped from the bushes while he was in the center of a clearing! A Psychic attack from one of the Exeggcute that 


was on the ground caused Squirtle to fall on his back as he was getting a Water Gun ready, and even caused him to spin on his back. This 
ended up altering his attack, as the Water Gun turned into water whips as he spun around, which ended up hitting the Pokemon in midair 
and sent them flying back into the bushes, as Squirtle was much stronger than them. He then quickly pulled himself back onto his feet and 
took out the one that used Psychic on him with a Bite attack. He sighed, seeing that he should have been more prepared for that, and 
resumed walking, staying alert this time. He did wonder, though, if what had just happened with his Water Gun would come in handy in 
future wild Pokemon attacks. 


Chikorita: Poison Room 


Chikorita was also not having a good go at her room, as there were many female Nidoran hanging around with their Poison Point ready. 
She had already encountered several, and she had to keep her distance, as the poison would've definitely slowed her down. 


"Sigh... I wonder where the others ended up. I wonder if any of them landed in a better place," she said softly, not wanting to attract any 

attention in case there was something beside Nidoran in the swamp. "Well, I guess I'll just have to watch where I'm aiming my attacks. 

That way, I won't end up on the receiving end of those Poison Points!" she reassured herself, Knowing Squirtle would probably think the 
same thing. With that thought in mind, she walked further into the swamp. 


Pichu: Normal Room 


Taking every step carefully, Pichu very carefully walked through the granite cave that he had landed in. He was very nervous about being 
all alone here, but he knew that the others were going to hope that he would give it his all. So he continued walking, hoping he could 
handle whatever was in the room. Suddenly, a Raticate jumped up, front teeth bared in Pichu's direction! 


"Aah!" Pichu exclaimed, frightened at what stood before him. It attempted to charge him with a Quick Attack, but Pichu managed to get out 
of the way just in time. It continued to come after him, but when it did land a hit, it suddenly stopped moving due to Pichu's Static ability. 
Despite having taken damage, Pichu launched a powerful Thundershock, and, after recovering from the jolt, sent a Sweet Kiss that left it 
confused and allowed Pichu to tackle it, which caused it to faint. Pichu looked on in awe at what he managed to do, and then ran off to find 
the exit, as he was feeling joyful that managed to take down the Raticate, but he still wanted to get out quickly. 


Pikachu: Dark Room 


Pikachu was not having an easy time of things, either. Currently, a pack of Poochyena was attempting to chase him down, though thanks to 
his use of Agility, he was able to get some distance away from them. Currently, he was hiding behind a ruined pillar while the Poochyena 
were trying to locate him. He knew that because of their great sense of smell, it wouldn't take them long to pick up on their trail. So he 
kept a sharp eye out until he could hear the Poochyena coming. Once he knew they were close, he leapt out and gave them a powerful 

Thunderbolt. This left all three shocked and they passed out right there. 


"You may have great noses for tracking, but I could use my great hearing to turn that into an advantage for me," he stated to the pack. 
"Now, I know I saw something that looked like a doorway while I was running. I hope I can remember where I was running from so I can 
double back and check what it was," he said, dropping to all fours to run back down the path that the Poochyena had come from, using his 
ears to listen for more attackers and using his nose to try to sniff out his scent so he'd know where he had run from. 


Charmander: Ice Room 


Despite his fire providing some warmth, Charmander still felt cold as he wandered through the icy surroundings. He wasn't exactly fond of 
cold temperatures, but he knew that he would have to put up with it sooner or later, and now would probably be a good time to start. 
Suddenly, a Piloswine slid on the ice and stopped in front of him! 


"Hmm... I could take it out easily from here with a Flamethrower... but then that might affect the room itself," Charmander thought to 
himself as the Piloswine was getting ready to attack. Suddenly, it charged at Charmander with a Take Down, but Charmander was quick to 
dodge and retaliated with a Fire Fang. With the Piloswine taken care of, Charmander began to search for the doorway back upstairs while 

keeping an eye out for more Ice-type Pokémon. 


A little later... 


After wandering around for some time, everyone came across their own respective exits, almost simultaneously. They climbed up the stairs 
past the doorway, and soon found themselves back in the main training hall, where they found Master Makuhita waiting for them. 


"Ah... You have all succeeded in completing the training! You've shown your worth in my eyes! Without a doubt, you have grown stronger 
from your training! I pray this success will drive you to train even harder!" Master Makuhita then bowed to the group, who thanked him for 
the lessons and bowed to him as well. They then headed out of the dojo and went back to town, talking about the rooms that each of them 

had landed in. Due to each of them seeing something different, they figured that there must be one room for each of the different 
Pokémon types. 


"Hey guys, it's still pretty early in the afternoon. Maybe we can do some Rescue Requests for the rest of the day," Chikorita said. Everyone 
agreed, and Pikachu even said that Pichu could come along. So they set out for the Pelipper Post Office, passing a Delibird who seemed to 
be carrying a stack of official looking papers and had a bit of a bump on the head heading towards the Makuhita Dojo. 


Later that evening... 


Pikachu and Pichu had just said good-bye to Team Go-Getters, who were headed back to their team base to have dinner before heading 
home for the night. The two of them had just gotten home as well and were enjoying a meal themselves. While they were eating, Pikachu 
decided to ask a question. 


"Hey, Pichu, while we were at the Pelipper Post Office earlier, one of the desk-Pelipper handed me a letter," Pikachu said after polishing off 
an apple. "Turns out it's from our cousin, Raichu. He says it has been too long since we last saw him and wants to see us and have fun for 
a while. What do you think? Wanna go see him tomorrow?" 


"But what about helping Team Go-Getters with their rescue work?" Pichu asked. "Don't worry, they said it's alright if we don't help them 
every day. So they won't mind if we go see our cousin," Pikachu explained. At this, Pichu agreed, happy to go see their cousin again. 


Meanwhile, hidden safely in a tree up above their house, a certain bird was listening in on their conversation. He was a Honchkrow, 
although he was a bit off-color from a normal one. Recently in the past couple of days, he had run into Team Go-Getters during one of 
their rescue missions, and he tried to give them trouble. They ended up combining their attacks together similar to what they did with 

Skarmory, leaving him to flee due to the damage it caused. Having just tracked them back to Pokemon Square, he was currently trying to 
find a way to get revenge on them. 


"So, these little rats are looking to have a good time with someone they haven't seen in a while, eh? Well, if I follow them, there is sure to 
be a good time. For at least one of us, I'm sure. And then I can be sure to watch if their friends have what it takes to help them." With 
this, he left his hiding spot in the trees and took off to use this information to scheme... 
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Thought I might add one, in addition to the one in the first chapter. 


Since the anime special used a location called Sinister Cave, I decided to change the Sinister Woods to Mirage Woods, just to prevent any 
confusion. Now, on with the story. 


Two days have passed since Team Go-Getters, Pikachu, and Pichu went to the Makuhita Dojo to brush up on their skills. As they said, 
Pikachu and Pichu went to go meet with their cousin Raichu while Team Go-Getters continued with their rescue work. The trio was still 
making great progress with their work, and was close to being promoted to a Silver Rank Rescue Team. This morning, Squirtle woke up 
after an uneventful night, ready to get to work. He put his Pecha Scarf on and put the toolbox over his shoulder, and went to the front to 
wait for Charmander and Chikorita, who promptly arrived shortly after he stepped out the front door. 


"Good morning, Squirtle!" Charmander chimed. "Ready to keep doing good work today?" Squirtle pumped his arms and then did a slight 
pose to let them know that he was. Chikorita couldn't help but grin at Squirtle's cute behavior. Suddenly, they heard a familiar voice call 
out to them. 


"Squirtle! Charmander! Chikorita!" They all looked to see Pichu running towards them. He looked like he was in a panic about something, 
since he was so worried that he couldn't stand still. 


"Hi, Pichu. What's the matter? I thought you were supposed to be gone for a few days with your brother and cousin," Chikorita wondered. 
Pichu was still a little jittery, but managed to calm down enough after a few moments to stand still and explain what happened. 


"Please, Team Go-Getters! Please help Big Brother Pikachu and our cousin, Raichu!" Pichu exclaimed. 


"What happened?" asked Squirtle, remembering that Pikachu got kidnapped by Skarmory last time and wondered what happened now. 
"Well, Pikachu and I were playing with Raichu," Pichu explained, "but then... I-I don't know what happened, but all of a sudden, Pikachu 
and Raichu were gone! While I was trying to find them, I heard them calling from Mirage Woods. But... that place is too much for me 
alone..." 


"Oh, is that so? So then you require our assistance! Heh heh heh!" Everyone looked towards the path leading out to see none other than 
Team Meanies! "Hey, what do you guys want now? Are you here to steal more Rescue Requests?" Charmander demanded. 


"Oh please! Do you honestly think we play the same note every time?" asked Medicham. "Heh, right. We'll still do that, but not today," 
Ekans stated. "So here's what IS going to happen today," said Gengar, thrusting a finger out. "Since we're not going to ignore anything you 
three get, why don't we make it a contest?" 


"A contest? What are you talking about?" Chikorita asked, very confused about what Gengar was saying. "Simple. Whoever overcomes the 
challenges in Mirage Woods and gets to Pikachu and Raichu first is the winner and gets all the glory. Like I said, simple," Gengar explained. 
He then turned to Medicham and Ekans and said, "We're all set as we are, so let's go!" They agreed and all three took off for Mirage 
Woods. 


Team Go-Getters and Pichu watched them go, before Pichu asked, "What are they doing? What's gonna happen to big brother and 
Raichu?" They could tell he was doing his best to fight back the tears, so Charmander walked up to him and said, "Don't worry. They're just 
trying to motivate us. We'll be sure to get to Pikachu and Raichu before they do." Pichu felt reassured and wished Team Go-Getters good 
luck since he was too tired from trying to get back to Pokemon Square by himself to be able to help. 


"You think we should go stock up before we head out to Mirage Woods?" Squirtle asked, which Charmander and Chikorita both thought so 
too. They headed for Pokemon Square with Pichu in tow, and, after dropping him off at home, stopped by the Kecleon Brothers shop and 
Aunty Kangaskhan's warehouse to make sure they had everything they needed to face the Mirage Woods. After making sure they were 
prepared and dropping off their extra Poke at the Felicity Bank, they started out after Team Meanies. 


After leaving the village and passing their Team Base, Team Go-Getters headed east after reaching the village outskirts in the direction of 
Mirage Woods. Later, after a short break at the cove near the forest, they arrived at the entrance to Mirage Woods. 


"Well, this is it. Mirage Woods," Chikorita said. They glanced at the trees that surrounding the main path and noticed that the way they 
were positioned meant some sunlight didn't cut through the treetops. "So Pikachu and Raichu are both somewhere in the depths of here, 
huh?" Squirtle asked, simply trying to say something. "Right, and Gengar and his team are probably already inside. So we need to hurry, 

but also be careful. They don't call it Mirage Woods for nothing after all," Charmander explained, and they went in. 


Since there were dark areas in the woods, Charmander's tail flame came in handy here, just like with the Sinister Cave. They kept 
watching out in case anything tried to attack them from any direction, examining anything that caught their attention. But even so, the 
three couldn't help but feel that they were being watched, specifically by the trees. 


After some time of walking and encountering some Grass and Bug type Pokemon, the team really began to get the feeling that they were 
being followed. When they looked back, they could occasionally see trees on the path they had just walked. Soon they passed into a 
clearing, when suddenly they were surrounded on all sides by tons of Sudowoodo! 


"Oh man, what did I do now?" Squirtle asked as he stared at all the Sudowoodo looking back at them. "You didn't do anything. This is 
what's called a Monster House!" Chikorita explained, also nervous from all the looks they were receiving. "They usually pop up in areas 
that have a bunch of items or spare change, like this one," Charmander explained as Squirtle did notice a few items like Max Elixirs and 
berries in the clearing, along with some dropped Poke. Meanwhile, the Sudowoodo had had enough of the trio just standing there and 
began their attack. 


"SCATTER!" Charmander exclaimed, and the three did just that, just making it out of the way before all the Sudowoodo could pile on top of 
them. Upon landing, the Sudowoodo immediately went after Team Go-Getters, who turned to fight. 


"Magical Leaf!" Chikorita called, launching the glowing green leaves at several Sudowoodo, who fell due to being Rock type Pokemon. She 
also managed to knock out several with her Tackle attack. She then checked on how her fellow teammates were doing with their 
Sudowoodo. 


Charmander, despite Fire type attacks being little good against Rock types, was still able to handle many of the Sudowoodo with his 
Flamethrower and Metal Claw attacks. However, Squirtle was not doing so well, as she quickly came to the realization that most of the 
Sudowoodo had gone after him, and he was having trouble fending them all off. 


"Ah!" Squirtle cried out as he got hit by a Hammer Arm, knocking him back into a tree. Thankfully, his shell helped him absorb a small 
amount of the damage this caused, but still left him dazed. Chikorita darted in to help him, launching a Razor Leaf that knocked out a few, 
but the others turned on her and used Double-Edge to send her flying. By this time, Charmander had handled all of the Sudowoodo that 
were sent after him and had also gone to help out. This time, the Sudowoodo knew he was coming and forced him to head back with a 
combined Rock Throw. This distraction, however, was enough for Squirtle to recover some and unleashed an attack on them. 


"Water Pulse!" he called out, dropping to his hands and causing his eyes to glow blue. Pulses then appeared underneath the group of 
Sudowoodo in front of him and then they were caught up in a water tornado and lifted up above the trees. Charmander, having made over 
the rocks that the Sudowoodo had thrown, jumped up and shouted, "Fire Spin!" He then executed a perfect Fire Spin, which surrounded 
Squirtle's Water Pulse, resulting in a tactical fusion of fire and water. When it ended in a spectacular blast, all the Sudowoodo fell down, 
passed out from the sheer power of the two attacks. 


"Whoa, Charmander, that was so amazing! Looks like you perfected your Fire Spin attack!" Squirtle exclaimed, caught up by the perfect 
combo that Charmander had managed to create. Charmander had to smile and giggle a bit at this, as he knew Squirtle was right about 
perfecting the move. He also had to admit that it was a beautiful and awesome combination. 


"It sure was," Chikorita agreed. She then turned to Squirtle and said, "You should eat an Oran Berry since- huh?" She suddenly realized 
that Squirtle's injuries had almost completely healed on their own, which Charmander also took note of. They were so preoccupied by this 
that they didn't notice a Scyther sneaking up on them. Squirtle noticed, and quickly reached into the toolbox and grabbed a Gravelerock. 
Acting quickly, he made a perfect throw as the Scyther leapt into the air and was about to come down on Chikorita and Charmander. The 
Gravelerock hit its mark and threw the Scyther off-balance both in the air and when it landed. This is when Charmander and Chikorita 
noticed it and Charmander knocked it out with a Slash attack. 


"Whew, nice save, Squirtle," Charmander said, and Chikorita agreed. Squirtle then put the toolbox back over his shoulder, collected the 
items and Poke in the clearing, and they pressed on. Due to the confusion of with the Scyther, the question of why Squirtle's wounds had 
healed so quickly was forgotten. 


Some time later, after running into more Bug and Grass type Pokemon, as well as some more Sudowoodo, Team Go-Getters finally got to a 
part of the woods that appeared to be close to the end. They emerged from the trees and found themselves in a large clearing, with a 
small gathering of trees at the opposite end. When they got close to the trees they stopped to talk. 


"Wow, we sure have come quite a ways into this forest, huh?" Squirtle said, remembering how much forest they had walked through. "We 

sure did. And we managed to handle everything pretty good, right team?" Charmander asked. "Mm-hmm. I bet Pikachu and Raichu are up 

ahead. But I wonder what happened to Team Meanies?" Chikorita said, as they had covered a good part of the forest, but had seen no sign 
of their rivals. Squirtle and Charmander were just as confused as she was. 


"Well, wonder no longer!" Gengar's voice ripped them out of their conversation, as suddenly Team Meanies darted up from behind and 
stood in front of them, blocking the path ahead. "Nice to see you made it this far, but do you have what it takes to go all the way?" Gengar 
asked. "The best way to find out is with a test. And the test is Team Meanies!" 


"What!" Team Go-Getters exclaimed. "But you proposed a contest!" Chikorita exclaimed. "What are you up to now?" Squirtle asked. 


"Weren't you paying attention? He said that the winner would have to overcome the challenges in these woods," Medicham said. "And this 
happens to be the last challenge, made possible by Team Meanies. A battle between Rescue Teams!" Ekans stated. "Heh heh! That's right, 
because we happen to be curious about you lot. You may have beaten Skarmory during your first mission, but how strong are you three 
now? That's the reason I proposed this contest in the first place. So we could see for ourselves just how strong you've gotten. So let's see 
what you're made of, Rescue Team Go-Getters!" Gengar said. 


Before the battle started, Squirtle, Chikorita, and Charmander whispered amongst themselves. "We're strong enough; we just have to work 

together to handle them, right guys?" Squirtle asked. "Right, Squirtle, as long as we handle this like the team we are and give it everything 

we have, we can beat Team Meanies!" Chikorita said. The three nodded to each other, then turned to Team Meanies and Charmander said, 
"Okay, Gengar, you and your teammates are on!" 


And the battle began! Both teams launched at each other, hitting hard and getting broken off into respective one-on-one spars. 
Charmander against Ekans, Chikorita versus Medicham, and Squirtle battling Gengar, for real this time, as the two teams decided to work 
together by using the divide-and-conquer method. 


Charmander and Ekans seemed to be watching each other's movements, waiting for the other to strike. At close range, they were using 
Slash and Bite when they did move, while when they were away from each other they used Flamethrower and Poison Sting. Since 
Flamethrower was more powerful, Ekans tried to keep Charmander at close-range. He was hoping to land a bite that left Charmander 
stunned enough that he could use Wrap to restrict his movements. 


Meanwhile, Chikorita and Medicham seemed to be a bit more unbalanced. With her Detect move, Medicham was able to fend off many of 
Chikorita's attacks and then deliver either a Confusion attack or a ThunderPunch at her. Even though she was a Grass type, Chikorita still 
suffered from the ThunderPunch attacks. She was soon able to make it more even by using her small size to get in close, delivering Tackle 


attacks, as well as her newly learned Body Slam. Even so, Medicham's Detect was still giving her trouble. 


As for Squirtle and Gengar, they were mostly sticking to long-range attacks, such as Shadow Ball, Night Shade, Water Gun, and Bubble. 
Gengar was sticking to long-range since Squirtle could also use his small height to help him, as even though Gengar's Lick attack was wide, 
he could still get out of the way pretty well, and then follow up with a Special Attack. Hypnosis wasn't helping much either, so in order to 
force Squirtle to go with moves like Aqua Tail and Bite, he began to use Spite to drain the Power Points of Water Gun, Water Pulse, and 
Bubble. 


After a while, the two teams were still going at it, but they were both starting to run out of steam. Charmander had finally succumbed to a 
Bite attack from Ekans and was now caught up in his Wrap attack. Squirtle and Chikorita wanted to help him, but they had too much 
pressure being put on them by Gengar and Medicham. Medicham and Chikorita were still trying to duke it out at close-range, while it 

seemed that Squirtle would be forced to do the same with Gengar shortly. Gengar's Spite had drained the PP of all of Squirtle's long-range 

moves except for Ice Beam, but he still hadn't managed to perfect it during several missions that occurred during the last two days. But 
with Gengar getting another Night Shade ready, he knew that he would have to get it down now, since he was too beat up to do any more 
dodging. So he focused as much as he could and began to charge up cold energy in his mouth. As Gengar launched the Night Shade for 
what would surely be a knockout hit, Squirtle launched the energy from his mouth, which turned into a perfect Ice Beam! The two attacks 
collided in midair, trying to overcome each other in the power struggle. Gengar's seemed to be pushing forward slightly, but as Squirtle 
tried to focus more energy into his attack, something from within seemed to give it to him, and he quickly overpowered the Night Shade, 
striking Gengar right in the face and turning him into a block of ice! 


"Gengar!" Medicham and Ekans shouted, both noticing that he had been frozen on the spot. Much to Charmander's relief, Exans let up on 
his Wrap, allowing him to breathe some, though he didn't try to get out right away. Medicham, after a moment, smacked Chikorita away 

with a ThunderPunch and then took off for Squirtle while Chikorita recovered from the hit. "Think you're a tough one, huh? Well, we'll see 
how tough you are in a moment. Force Palm!" she called, charging up energy in her hand as she ran, focusing it into her palm. She was 
hunched over as she ran, so she could hit Squirtle without the need to slow down, since she didn't need to anyway. She was mad, and 

doubted that Squirtle had very much energy left, much less any to dodge an attack, which was correct as Squirtle couldn't muster up any 
energy to move his feet very far, so he did the only thing that could do and held out his arms, in order to help brace for the attack. She 
was on him quick and aimed the attack right into his arms, knowing he couldn't stop her and would get hit in the face. The attack came 
rushing towards Squirtle and... 


Silence. Dead silence. The whole clearing had just gone quiet at what just occurred. Everyone, even the frozen Gengar, couldn't seem to 
grasp what they were seeing. Medicham had sent the attack right into Squirtle's outstretched hands, expecting them to give way and leave 
his face wide open. But that didn't happen. Instead, Squirtle had somehow caught her hand in midair and was pushing back against her 
hand, despite the slight tingling in his arms from the energy she had gathered up. Medicham was still trying to push the palm into him, 
putting more strength behind it, but Squirtle could only respond in kind, pushing back against her, hardly moving at all in spite of his small 
size. 


"Argh, impossible!" Medicham growled, not believing that the little guy was actually pushing back to stop her attack and succeeding. "Give 
up! You can't push me back!" she continued to put more force behind it, but he just barely seemed to be able to push back in kind. She was 
starting to get tired of this, and then decided to make use of her free hand, pulling it back to charge up a ThunderPunch, but Chikorita 
picked up on this when she saw the arm pull back. Before the attack was fully charged just out of Squirtle's range of vision, she dashed 
forward and landed a Tackle attack in the center of Medicham's back, sending the Psychic and Fighting type flying, which knocked Squirtle 
off his feet and made him land on his butt. The force of the Tackle attack sent Medicham flying into Ekans, which also caused him to fly a 
small distance and release Charmander before they both landed hard on the ground. 


While Medicham and Ekans recovered and began to move to help Gengar shatter the ice, Chikorita and Charmander went over to Squirtle, 
who was still on the ground and panting hard, sweat dripping down his face. "Are you okay, Squirtle?" Charmander asked, very worried 
about him. Squirtle could only nod, as he tried to get his breath back and wipe all the sweat off of his face. "Are you sure? You look like 

you could use an Oran Berry this time," Chikorita asked, filled with concern for Squirtle, who replied, "*Pant, pant* I don't... think an 
Oran... Berry will *pant* help here..." 


While the three of them talked, Medicham and Ekans worked to help Gengar break free of the ice from Squirtle's attack, and succeeded 
after a few minutes. Gengar was still a bit frosty from being frozen, but was soon back on his feet. "Alright then, playtime is over, kids!" he 
shouted, catching Team Go-Getters attention. "Since you all seem to be up now, let's finish this battle the proper way: one last attack!" As 

it turns out, Squirtle was feeling better at this point, so they agreed to what Gengar said. They all mustered up as much energy as they 

could, then shouted out as they launched their attacks. 


"NIGHT SHADE!" 
"CONFUSION!" 
"POISON STING!" 
"WATER GUN!" 
"FLAMETHROWER!" 
"MAGICAL LEAF!" 


The attacks all launched through the air, colliding with each other as the attacks wrestled for dominance. All of a sudden, the members of 
Team Go-Getters began to glow, which signified that their special abilities, Overgrow, Blaze, and Torrent were activating. With the extra 
boost from these abilities, their attacks easily overpowered those of Team Meanies, which were even with them until now. The attacks hit 
hard, and left Team Meanies down for the count. Team Go-Getters then got worried that they had been badly hurt and rushed over to help 
them. 


"Maybe this will help them heal. Aromatherapy!" Chikorita said, glowing slightly and unleashing a fragrance that made everyone feel calm 
and relaxed. As suspected, even Team Meanies enjoyed the scent and soon were back up, though they hadn't fully healed yet. For this, 
Team Go-Getters once again split an Oran Berry into three and gave them to Team Meanies, though this time, Gengar didn't try to prevent 
himself from becoming a charity case. 


"You guys feel better now?" Squirtle asked, to which they agreed, and he flashed a happy face at that. They were going to ask why they 
bothered to help them, but decided not to. "We'd better find Pikachu and Raichu now, guys," Charmander said, and Squirtle and Chikorita 
agreed while Team Meanies remained silent. All of a sudden they heard a voice coming from the patch of forest that Team Meanies had 
been blocking. 


"Is that... Team Go-Getters?" Everyone turned in the direction of the voice, and saw Pikachu coming out along with a Raichu. Team Go- 


Getters went over to where the two were, while Team Meanies decided it was best to just stay put and look away. "Hey, Pikachu, Raichu. 
You guys are okay?" Charmander asked. "Yeah, we were wondering around in there for a while, but then we heard a bunch of sounds, so 
we followed them, and pretty soon, we started hearing voices as well," Raichu explained, and Team Go-Getters realized they must've heard 
the battle that was going on. "What happened? Why is Team Meanies here?" Pikachu asked, since he could tell there had been a battle in 
the clearing. "Oh, don't worry about that. They were just engaging in a little friendly competition, that's all," Squirtle explained. "Right, so 
let's get you both back to Pokemon Square. Pichu was really worried about both of you," Chikorita said, and at that they followed Team 
Go-Getters back into Mirage Woods. Squirtle did stop and ask if Team Meanies was coming, but they just said that they'd be along ina 
minute. So he went to go catch up with the others, leaving Team Meanies alone in the clearing for a few minutes. 


"Well, what do you think, Gengar? Your interest satisfied now?" Medicham asked, not sure what Gengar was thinking right now. "Eh, no 
doubt. They're definitely getting tougher, but they lucked out on that last attack," Gengar stated. "What do you mean?" Ekans asked, as he 
didn't know what Gengar meant. "You might not have noticed, but their special abilities activated, which is why their attacks overpowered 

ours. That means otherwise, we're on about the same level as they are." Gengar's grin got wider, "Which is the reason we need to get 
some work done and show them that we're higher than they'll ever be. So let's get out of here, get some work done, and show them what 
it's like to have Team Meanies as their rival team!" Medicham and Ekans echoed this last statement, and they stood up and took off, 
leaving the Mirage Woods a different way that they found while they were searching the woods. 


Team Go-Getters Team Base 


"This is so great! Welcome back big brother and cousin!" Pichu exclaimed, overjoyed to see them both back safe and sound. "Thank you, 
Pichu!" they both replied, glad that he had gotten help since they last saw him. "And thank you, Team Go-Getters!" Pichu said, turning 
back to the Rescue Team. His face then got sad, "Oh, but I can't really pay you for this..." 


"Don't worry about it. We didn't do it just so we could get a reward," Squirtle said. "Yeah, just like last time, we're glad to see that you're 
back together with both your big brother and your cousin," Charmander added. Pichu just stared at them before uttering, "....0h wow...," 
he said, more impressed with Team Go-Getters than ever before. "You guys are much cooler than I thought! Now I definitely want to join a 
Rescue Team when I get old enough!" Chikorita smiled and said, "Hey, that's great, Pichu! You be sure to chase that dream, okay?" 


Suddenly, Charmander's eyes lit up. "I have an idea." Squirtle and Chikorita looked at him, wondering what he was thinking. "We should 
really do something with this place, guys. You know, make our Team Base into something really impressive one of these days." 


"Whoa, a Rescue Team Base is cool! I want to work here when I'm old enough!" Pichu exclaimed. "Heck, we could all work here, couldn't 
we?" Raichu asked, as Pichu's enthusiasm was catchy. "Great, than that's what we'll do! We'll work hard to build up our Team Base!" 
Charmander said. Everyone sounded excited at this. "Listen, we have to go now. Raichu is going to be staying with us for a while. I don't 
know how long, but we need to make sure we have a comfortable place for him, okay?" Pikachu said. "Okay, guys. Be careful going home!" 
Squirtle called out to them as they went. 


Team Go-Getters noticed it was starting to get late, as it was a long way to Mirage Woods and back, so they decided to have an early 
supper and go home early. Before sundown, they met in the front like usual before they all went home. "I don't know what Gengar really 
wanted out of that encounter, but we did get a chance to show Team Meanies our strength and rescue Pikachu and Raichu. I'd say today 
was a good day, don't you guys?" Charmander asked, and Squirtle and Chikorita agreed. "It was a bit of a tiring day overall. So let's all 

head home for the night. We can do more good work tomorrow! See you, Squirtle!" Chikorita said. And with that, Charmander and 
Chikorita headed for their homes, while Squirtle went inside the Team Base, removed his scarf and the toolbox, took a quick swim, and 
crawled on to his rock to sleep the night away. 


That night, at the village outskirts... 
A dark figure was standing on the crossroads later that night, contemplating what he had seen in Mirage Woods that day. 


"Hmm, so those little weaklings can handle an ambush and a rivaling Rescue Team all in one day, huh? Well, I don't think I need to worry 
about that Team Meanies, though they may serve some use in the future. Right now, I just need to find something I can use to exact my 
revenge on that Team Go-Getters. Think they can just get away with beating me, do they?" 


And with that, the figure spread his wings and took off into the night. 
Some music that inspired me for this chapter: 
Gengar's challenge- Suitable Opponent (Sonic Adventure 2) 
Sudowoodo Monster House- Exorcizing Evil (Okami) 
Pre-battle talking- Showdown with King Arthur/Knight of the Wind Instrumental Mix (Sonic and the Black Knight) 
Battle with Team Meanies- Enemy Attack (Boss Battle) (Final Fantasy X) 
Turning the tides of battle- Pokemon Mystery Dungeon Theme Song (Pokemon Mystery Dungeon series) 
Patience- Underground Activities (Final Fantasy X) 


See you next time! 
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As the moon hung high in the sky, the Pokemon in Pokemon Square and the surrounding areas were all asleep and dreaming. At Share 
Team Go-Getters Rescue Base, Squirtle was dreaming a dream that felt very familiar to him. 


Squirtle's Dream 


A bright flash suddenly appeared, covering Squirtle's vision. When it cleared and his eyes opened, he could see himself floating in a space 
that was full of stars. All around him, he could see bright lights flashing. As he looked, he suddenly caught sight of a blue light and a pink 
light that seemed to be fading away. 


He could sense something strong emanating from both lights, even as far away as they seemed. It almost felt like they were trying to 
thank him for doing something. It was at this point that they finally faded away out of sight. 


"Well... 'til we meet again..." Squirtle whispered, as his eyes closed once again... 
End of dream 


Squirtle yawned as he woke up from his pleasant sleep, the sun shining down on his face. He rubbed his eyes to get the sleep out of 
them, then stood up and did a few stretches to get ready for work. Afterwards, he went to get the toolbox and his scarf, first tying the 
scarf around his neck and then setting the strap from the toolbox on his shoulder so it sat comfortably. Not really think of much in 
particular, he exited the small cave that was the Team Base to meet up with Charmander and Chikorita, glancing into the small pond on the 
outside as he left. He stopped, and looked back in the water, staring at his reflection. He could've sworn he had just seen something that 
looked a bit off about him. He brushed his hand over his head, and felt the same feeling that he had felt a few days ago before they went 
to train at the Makuhita Dojo. He splashed a little water on his face, and it seemed to make it better, as he couldn't see whatever had 
caught his attention in the first place. While he was doing this, Charmander and Chikorita walked up. 


"Good morning, Squirtle. Is something wrong?" Chikorita asked, as she had noted that he had been looking at the water. "Oh, no, nothing's 
wrong. I just thought I saw something in the water, that's all," Squirtle replied, as he was sure that was what had happened. "Well, that's 
okay then. Let's do more good work today!" Charmander said, and Squirtle and Chikorita responded in kind. Suddenly, they heard a voice 

from nearby. 


"Umm... Hello?" a small voice called out, which sounded worried. "Huh? Who's there?" Squirtle asked, and they all looked to see who had 
called to them. As they turned, a Jumpluff floated over to them. "Umm... This is Rescue Team Go-Getters base... Are you Team Go- 
Getters?" Jumpluff asked, sounding a bit uncertain. "That's us," Charmander replied, then looked at the Jumpluff closely. "Hey, aren't 
you..." 


Flashback 


"Please, I need help! You've got to help my friend!" said a Jumpluff, who looked really worried, to a Shiftry and two Nuzleaf. "Forget it. 
You'll have to do better than that if you want Team Shiftry's help," Shiftry, seemingly the leader, said. "B-But my friend just needs a gust 
of wind! Please!" cried Jumpluff. 


End flashback 


Charmander brought his fist into his palm as he recalled the scene. "That's right, we saw you in Pokemon Square. You were the Jumpluff 
who asked Shiftry for help. We saw Shiftry's team accept the job after Team ACT stepped in." Squirtle and Chikorita also remembered this 
after Charmander mentioned it. 


Jumpluff looked sad as he said, "Yes, but... Shiftry... He hasn't come back from the mission yet..." This shocked Team Go-Getters, since 
Shiftry accepted the job almost six days ago. "Seriously? He hasn't returned?" Chikorita asked. 


Jumpluff then explained, "You see, our friend Jumpluff got stuck between some rocks. We Jumpluff can go anywhere as long as we catch a 
wind, but... For some reason, even though the skies in that area are filled with thunderclouds, no winds have blown." 


"Not even a breeze?" Charmander asked, and Jumpluff nodded. "Hmm, that is strange. Please continue." 


"Well, Shiftry's leaf fans are capable of whipping up powerful winds, so we thought Shiftry could dislodge our friend, but..." Jumpluff 
stopped in order to let it all sink in. 


"But Shiftry hasn't come back yet? It doesn't sound like a very challenging mission for a team like Shiftry's. Hmm..." Charmander mused. 
He then looked at his fellow teammates to see what their thoughts were. Chikorita still seemed to be thinking, but Squirtle looked to be 
past that. "Hey, that's the spirit, Squirtle. Your expression is all I need to see. You're ready for this mission, aren't you?" Charmander 
asked. "You know it! Let's go find out what happened!" he responded, pumping a fist. Chikorita admired Squirtle's determination and 
agreed with him. "Okay, then, we'll go find out what happened to them. Where was Team Shiftry headed off to?" Charmander asked 
Jumpluff. 


"Oh, thank you!" Jumpluff replied, overjoyed. "Our friend got trapped at Silent Chasm, so that's probably where Shiftry went. Thank you so 
much!" 


"No problem! You can count on us!" Chikorita replied. "Let's go get some supplies, then head out!" Squirtle and Charmander agreed, and 
headed for Pokemon Square to get any supplies they needed. They stopped at all the shops in town, including Wigglytuff Club and Felicity 
Bank. With all of their needs taken care of, the Rescue Team left Pokemon Square and followed Jumpluff northeast, a ways past the Mirage 

Woods. 


Entrance to Silent Chasm 


As Team Go-Getters and Jumpluff stood on the cliff near the entrance to the Silent Chasm, Squirtle couldn't help but look down the cliff. 
"Wow! This cliff sure is steep!" he whistled, amazed. Charmander and Chikorita thought so too after looking, then they all focused on the 
task at hand. "Your friend Jumpluff is lost somewhere in this canyon, right?" Charmander asked, to which Jumpluff nodded. "Yes. I'm sorry 
to trouble you, but please help," he said. "Don't worry, its fine," Chikorita said, then turned to Squirtle and Charmander and said, "We can 
handle this, right guys?" Both Charmander and Squirtle nodded, then headed for the entrance to the canyon. 


"Wait!" Jumpluff suddenly said, catching the team's attention. "Yes? What's the matter?" Charmander asked. "I forgot to mention this," 
Jumpluff started, "but... Well, this canyon is known as the Silent Chasm, but it's rumored that an amazing monster sleeps here." This 
caught the attention of Team Go-Getters, as Charmander said, "Did you say... Monster?" Jumpluff panicked and said, "Yes, but! It is only 
folklore! And it's also true that Shiftry hasn't returned yet... I just thought that you should know..." 


There was a moment of silence after Jumpluff finished, then Charmander cried, "Ah! My stomach! It hurts..." Everyone's attention was 
directed at him, since it sounded like he was in pain. "What's wrong?" Jumpluff exclaimed as Charmander slid into a sitting position. "I 
think it's my stomach. It feels like it cramped up all of a sudden. Owowow..." Charmander groaned. He then turned to Chikorita and Squirtle 
and asked, "Uh, hey, is anyone else feeling sick too? Any stomach pains?" Chikorita, also feeling a bit worried about what Jumpluff had 
mentioned about a monster, caught on to what Charmander was saying and said, "He's right. I think I am starting to feel a little sick. What 
about you, Squirtle?" she asked, turning to the blue turtle. "Huh? I feel fine," he said, shrugging. This caused Charmander and Chikorita to 
sweat drop, then they suddenly yelled at him, "What's with you, Squirtle? How dense are you? If you want to be on this team, then you 
need to learn to read cues better!" Both Squirtle and Jumpluff were surprised by this outburst, causing Jumpluff to ask, "W-Why are you 
both yelling at him like that? I thought you both had stomachaches..." This caught Charmander and Chikorita's attention, as they sweat 
dropped again and Charmander covered for them as he said, "Uh, yeah... I guess it wasn't all that bad. It must've settled down, heh heh..." 
Chikorita giggled a little too, and Squirtle also had to giggle a bit as well. 


"So, anyway, you mentioned that a monster might be living down in the canyon. Do you know what it is or anything like that?" Squirtle 
asked. "I don't know much about it. It's just an old folktale that I've heard. I don't know how much truth there is behind it," Jumpluff said. 
Team Go-Getters nodded in understanding, and Charmander said, "Well, it can't be helped. We'll just have to be careful not to run into it if 

it does exist," and Chikorita and Squirtle nodded in agreement. "My friend should be near the bottom, I believe. Please be careful!" 
Jumpluff said. "Okay, then. Chikorita, Squirtle, let's go!" Charmander said, and they both said, "Yeah!" They then began to make their way 
into the Silent Chasm. But as they walked, Charmander thought to himself, "I didn't want to sound like a coward, but I don't want Squirtle 
or Chikorita to end up getting hurt. I couldn't forgive myself if anything happened to them." Chikorita was also thinking similar thoughts, 
while Squirtle was determined to make sure to defend his friends if anything were to happen while they were in the canyon. 


Silent Chasm: A short while later... 


The Silent Chasm was well-named from what Squirtle could tell, since they had to listen very closely for any ambushes coming up behind 

them, and the fog didn't exactly clear up any as they went down, and was thicker in some places. They encountered several Pokemon as 

they walked along the side of the cliff, including some Gloom, a pack of Houndour, a swarm of Beedrill, along with several others such as 

Farfetch'd and Trapinch. They were all sent packing quickly enough though, due to the many moves that Team Go-Getters had learned up 
to this point, so there was little trouble as they went deeper into the canyon. 


When they were about a third of the way down the Silent Chasm, the path they were walking suddenly became dense with fog a ways 
ahead. Even with Charmander's tail flame, it would be very hard to see where they were going. Suddenly, Squirtle spotted a crack in the 
rock wall that they might be able to use to bypass the fog and continue down. They decided to give it a try and they squeezed into the 
crack, guided through the dark by Charmander's fire. As they went further, the passageway got wider and they began to see a light coming 
from ahead. Soon they got to the source of it to see the walls glowing. 


"Wow, what is this?" Chikorita asked, looking at the glowing section of the cave. "It looks like some kind of fluorescent moss. My brother 
used to talk about occasionally seeing it in caves," Charmander explained. "It sure is pretty," Squirtle commented as they continued on 
their way. Soon they came to the end of the passage, where they found a hole that looked like it would take them further down. It was 
wide enough that they could all fit in one at a time, and inch their way down a bit at a time. Squirtle decided to go first this time to make 
sure it was safe, and found that other than the rocks being slippery, there didn't seem to be anything dangerous down the hole. With that, 
Charmander went next to give them all a bit of light, with Chikorita bringing up the rear. They went down for a while when suddenly 
Chikorita lost her grip, falling bottom first on Charmander's head, pushing him down onto Squirtle, causing them to fall the rest of the way. 
They hit the bottom with a THUMP, the toolbox staying closed but laying on its side next to Squirtle, who was on the bottom of the pile-up, 
Charmander on top of him and Chikorita above him. Chikorita could only act innocent and utter a simple, "Oopsie." 


After recovering and getting off of each other, the team continued through the cave, finding themselves in a water-filled section of the 
canyon cave. They ran into several more Pokemon as they continued through it, including some Yanma, Poliwag, and Weedle. After 
wandering through this area, they eventually came across an exit, which led them back out onto the canyon wall. As they looked around to 
see where they ended up, they found that they had gotten well beyond the dense fog area, as the fog was less thick where they were, so 
they were glad that the tunnel had taken them past the fog like they had hoped and were now getting close to the bottom of the Silent 
Chasm. With that in mind, they continued to search for Jumpluff's friend. 


After a few more obstacles, Team Go-Getters made it to the end of the canyon, close to the bottom, just like Jumpluff had said. As they 

looked for Jumpluff's friend and Shiftry, they were suddenly surprised when Jumpluff's friend floated right over to them. "Hey, we came 

looking for you. Are you okay?" Charmander asked. This Jumpluff, just a bit smaller than their client, said, "Yes... I'm fine. But... Shiftry... 
He's in the back." With this information, Team Go-Getters went to the back to find Shiftry lying on the ground. 


"Hey! Are you okay, Shiftry? Wake up!" Squirtle exclaimed. Shiftry opened his eyes and struggled to say, "...Urrrgh. Forget about me... 
You've got to get out of here!" This confused Team Go-Getters, when suddenly the area went pitch-black. "Hey, who turned out the lights?" 
Squirtle asked. Suddenly, they all heard a loud "Gyaoooooh!" Even in the darkness, they could tell Shiftry was panicking as he shouted, 
"It's coming! Get away from here!" Suddenly, a new voice, seeming to come from where Shiftry was, said, "Stand aside, you! He thought 
he could disturb my sleep and get away with it! Well, I have no mercy for meddlers, and that includes you!" After another loud cry, there 
was a bright flash, and when they could see again, they saw Shiftry being held by a large yellow bird with pointed wings. "Shiftry!" 
Chikorita exclaimed at this sight. They all looked up at the yellow bird, which went on to say, "I am Zapdos! The embodiment of lightning! 


If you truly wish to save Shiftry, then come to Mt. Thunder's peak!" And with another loud cry, Zapdos took off, flying above Silent Chasm 
and heading to the northeast. "Zapdos... So that's what was rumored to be sleeping in the Silent Chasm..." said Charmander, who was both 
amazed and frightened by the bird. 


Later, back in front of Team Go-Getters Team Base 


Team Go-Getters stood on the path near their base with Jumpluff and his friend in front of them. "Yay! Thank you for saving my friend!" the 
client Jumpluff said, happy that they completed the mission. His friend smiled, but then frowned as he said, "But even though I'm safe, 
Shiftry is in trouble now..." Chikorita wondered what Zapdos meant when he said Shiftry disturbed his sleep and said, "Please, tell us what 
happened before we got there." The smaller Jumpluff nodded and said, "Well... Shiftry whipped up the wind using his fans... That released 
me from the rocks, but it also tore a thundercloud in two... And then that large bird appeared in the sky." With the explanation done, 
Squirtle crossed his arms in thought and said, "Hmm... He said he was Zapdos. Isn't that a legendary Pokemon?" he asked, looking at 
Charmander and Chikorita. 


"You mentioned Zapdos?" a familiar voice said, coming from the direction of Pokemon Square. Everyone looked in that direction to see 
Team ACT standing there. This gave everyone a bit of a shock as Alakazam, Charizard, and Tyranitar walked over. "Zapdos... It is indeed a 
legendary Pokemon, one of the three legendary birds. I heard it had been sleeping for a long time," Alakazam explained. "So Shiftry woke 
it up?" Chikorita asked. "No," Alakazam said. "The winds that Shiftry created were only the trigger. For starters, the absence of winds there 

was unnatural. It must've been because of the many recent natural disasters. Zapdos is angered, due to being awoken from its sleep. 

Shiftry must be saved." Tyranitar turned to Alakazam and said, "It's not going to be easy. Zapdos' electric attacks are very powerful." 

Alakazam turned to him and said, "I know that. We will need to exercise extreme caution." 


While they talked, Squirtle looked at Charmander and Chikorita and said, "We should go too! Shiftry is going to need all the help he can 
get!" Charmander and Chikorita looked at him, then realized that what he was saying was right, even if they could only help Team ACT. So 
Charmander said, "Alakazam, we want to help your team rescue Shiftry!" This came as a shock to Alakazam, who turned to them and said, 
"What? That is dangerous! Zapdos is powerful. I'm afraid it will be too much for your skill level," he explained. This got Squirtle a bit angry, 

and he said, "Hey, we aren't that weak! At the very least, we could back you guys up! We're not scared of Zapdos, especially not when a 
fellow Pokemon is in danger!" Team ACT had to admire their determination and energetic spirit, but they knew that it was likely that even 
doing what they were suggesting could result in losing their lives. So Charizard asked, "Have you ever been subjected to a powerful electric 
attack? It leaves you numb and cringing! Still feel like going to challenge Zapdos?" Clearly, Charizard was trying to intimidate them, simply 

because he didn't want to lose his younger brother. However, Team Go-Getters said it would take more to force them to back down. 
Tyranitar then asked, "Zapdos is one of the legendary bird Pokemon for a reason, you know. It might even try to eat any of you! Can you 
face that?" Still, Team Go-Getters refused to be talked out of going to Mt. Thunder to help Shiftry. After a moment, Alakazam said, "It's 
clear that you have courage. Very well then. Rest up tonight, then tomorrow, our two teams will separately climb Mt. Thunder. We will leave 
when we are properly prepared for battle. I suggest you do the same, since caution will be needed when dealing with an opponent such as 
this. Let us find success in rescuing Shiftry!" And with that, Team ACT said their goodbyes and headed home for the night. 


After Team ACT left, the members of Team Go-Getters looked at each other, then thrust up towards the sky with their arms/paws as they 
were determined to do what Alakazam said and find success in their mission tomorrow. 
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Following Team ACT's departure, Team Go-Getters spent the rest of the day gathering up the supplies they would need for handling Share 
Mt. Thunder tomorrow. As the sun went down, they went through their usual evening routine before meeting up at the front of the base 
before they each headed home. Before they did, they noticed that there had been a late-afternoon delivery, which it turns out were Silver 
Rank Rescue Badges! All the work they had been doing had finally qualified them as a Silver Rank Rescue Team! Feeling great knowing 
this, they split off to head home for the night. When they all got to their respective home, they quickly fell asleep for the night. 


The next morning... 


Squirtle woke up, feeling refreshed after a good night's sleep. He took a quick dip in the water to make sure he was clean and awake, and 
then got the toolbox and his Pecha Scarf before heading out the front door. Out front, he did a few stretches to ensure he was prepared, 
and Charmander and Chikorita arrived shortly afterward. 


"Good morning, Squirtle! Did you sleep well?" Charmander asked, and Squirtle nodded in agreement. Chikorita thought something looked 

different about Squirtle as he was nodding, but she just figured it was nothing. Charmander then asked, "We're supposed to head out for 

Mt. Thunder to help Shiftry out, right?" and Squirtle and Chikorita nodded. "But Alakazam said we should be properly prepared before we 

head out. We spent the rest of yesterday preparing, but maybe we should see if there's anything else we need before we head out. Or are 
we already prepared as we are?" Chikorita asked. "Well, either way, let's do our best, just like always!" Charmander said, and Squirtle 
nodded. They decided to go to Pokemon Square to see if the Kecleon Brothers got anything new that morning before they headed out. 
They picked up a few extra essentials, stopped by Aunty Kangaskhan's storage warehouse to store some of the things they picked up in 

the Silent Chasm, dropped by Felicity Bank to drop off the Poke they were still carrying around, checked in on how Jumpluff and his friend 

were doing, and then headed back past their Rescue Base to begin the trip to Mt. Thunder. 


Later... 


After leaving the village, Team Go-Getters headed to the northeast, passing the locations of Mirage Woods and Silent Chasm on the way. 
Due to how far away Mt. Thunder was, they had to stop partway to take a quick break. After a bit more traveling, they finally arrived at 
the base of Mt. Thunder. 


"So this is Mt. Thunder..." Squirtle said, glancing around as he marveled at the height of the mountain. "Yeah, this is it alright," 
Charmander said. "I wonder if Team ACT is already on their way?" Chikorita turned to him and said, "They could be. We didn't see them 
while we were in town, but that doesn't mean that they left before we did." She then looked at Mt. Thunder and said, "We should be 
worried about what we'll do when we run into Zapdos. It's definitely going to be tough, Team ACT or no." Squirtle looked at Charmander 
and Chikorita and said, "C'mon guys, we came all this way out here to help Shiftry. We can't start getting scared now. We promised to help, 
so let's stay true to what we promised." Charmander and Chikorita looked at him and nodded, knowing that he was telling the truth. "Right 
then, team, let's get in there and do our best!" Charmander stated, and Squirtle and Chikorita shouted in agreement. They then walked 
into the cave to begin climbing Mt. Thunder. 


The inside of Mt. Thunder seemed to be a dry cavern, though it seemed that rainwater must have been soaked up by the ground as they 
could see patches of grass growing as they walked. It was also very hard to see inside, the darkness leaving them unable to even see their 
feet. So Squirtle and Chikorita had to stay very close to Charmander in order to see where they were going, as even that didn't provide the 

team with much light. And it made them that much more likely to get ambushed by the Pokemon that were living in the cave. Thankfully 

for them, it seemed that this part of the mountain was deserted, as they didn't get attacked while they were trying to find the way up. 


After some stumbling around in the dark, Team Go-Getters found a staircase that led up to a higher area of the mountain. It also began to 
get brighter when they reached the top, so could use their eyes normally and not have to strain themselves in order to watch out for 
attacks. Pokemon began to appear from this point onward, as they began to see Weedle, male Nidoran, Electrike, Cacnea, and Pidgeotto. 
Still, these Pokemon were no match for the Silver Rank Rescue Team, as they breezed right through them, even the ones that had an 
advantage over some of the members. As they snaked their way up the stairs through the cave, it began to get brighter as light was 
coming down from somewhere up ahead, though the terrain was getting rougher as well. They also began to see more Pokemon, such as 
Beedrill, Electabuzz, Stantler, Ampharos, Gligar, Manectric, and Growlithe. These Pokemon were more suited to living in these tough 
conditions and presented more of a challenge than the Pokemon they ran into on the lower floors. Even so, Team Go-Getters persevered, 
dealing with the challenges they were presented until they found themselves in a small room that had water on both sides and a rock 
shaped like a Kangaskhan in the middle. 


"What's that rock over there?" Squirtle asked. "It's called a Kangaskhan Rock," Charmander explained, "It means that this is a safe area, 
which means that we can stop and take a break when we see one in a dungeon." Chikorita then said, "If we happen to get knocked out 
past this point, we'll be sent back here by some kind of powerful force. We'll still lose some of our items and all of our money, but we won't 
have to start over at the bottom. But that only happens until we actually leave Mt. Thunder ourselves." Squirtle nodded in understanding, 
although he wondered what kind of force it was that caused a Rescue Team to reawaken back at this specific location or back at their 
Rescue Base. Still, he decided not to press the issue, as he figured Charmander and Chikorita didn't know any more than he did. With the 
explanations and questions done, Charmander, Chikorita, and Squirtle decided to stop in this area for a little bit, since they didn't have to 
fear getting attacked by any angry Pokemon. They took out some of the apples and berries they were carrying in the toolbox and enjoyed 
a quick snack while also making some light conversation in order to ease the tension they were feeling from getting close to the peak of 


Mt. Thunder. After they were done eating and were fully recovered from their resting, they packed up and began to walk towards the end 
of the passageway, past the Kangaskhan Rock. 


As they got closer to the end of the passageway, they began to see the light starting to shine brighter, and it soon became apparent that 
they were going to be heading outside shortly. After passing through a cavern that was like a rocky maze, encountering some more 
Pokemon that they had seen earlier, they found the exit. As expected, they found themselves walking on the slopes up to the peak of Mt. 
Thunder. They could see the clouds flashing lightning in the distance, as well as seeing some withering trees, dying bushes, and some 
cracks filled with water dotting the path to the top. Thankfully, there were no Pokemon that dared to live out here, because one good attack 
would've sent them on a long trip to the bottom of the mountain. So they simply went up the winding path to the top in a circular, tower- 
like fashion until they came to a plateau that seemed to be cut into the ground. They had finally reached the summit of Mt. Thunder. 


"Well, this is the peak of Mt. Thunder, but where's Zapdos?" Chikorita asked. "For that matter, where's Team ACT? We didn't see them 
anywhere while we were climbing, inside or out," Charmander added. Everyone was silent for a few moments, then Squirtle decided to try 
calling out to see if Zapdos was close by. "Hey, Zapdos! Are you here? We came to rescue Shiftry! Come out if you can hear me!" As if 
waiting for the proper cue, there was a flash of light, followed by Zapdos crying, "Gyaoooooooooh!" And then suddenly, it quickly swooped 
down in front of Team Go-Getters, giving them a bit of a shock. 


"So you have come! I warned you that I would have no mercy for meddlers!" Zapdos growled. While intimidated at Zapdos' words and his 
appearing suddenly, the members of Team Go-Getters refused to be scared off after coming so far. "I'm not scared... I'm not scared... We 
can defeat him!" Charmander muttered to himself in order to prepare for the battle. Chikorita muttered something similar, while Squirtle 
just took a deep breath in order to calm his nerves. Feeling more relaxed, Charmander asked, "Zapdos, where is Shiftry?" Zapdos simply 
glared at him and said, "He's fine... for now! But what difference does it make to you loudmouths?" The three Pokemon in front of Zapdos 
said all together with a pose, "Because we're a Pokemon Rescue Team, Team Go-Getters!" Zapdos simply stated, "Whatever. You must be 
determined if you think to utter such words. Then Team Go-Getters will answer to my great and righteous fury! Prepare yourselves!" And 
with a flash of lightning from behind Zapdos, the battle began! 


Squirtle attempted to hit Zapdos with an Ice Beam, but Zapdos used Agility to increase his speed, allowing him to evade the attack easily. 
He then tried to counter by hitting everyone with a Thundershock, but Squirtle jumped in front of Chikorita and Charmander and used 
Protect. The power of the Thundershock almost caused his protective green barrier to fizzle out and strike him, but he prevailed and 
stopped it from hitting them. As soon as the barrier went down, Charmander leapt over Squirtle and delivered a Flamethrower, since 
Zapdos needed a second to move after launching his Thundershock. While he was doing this, Chikorita set up a Reflect and then a Light 
Screen, in order to ward off some of the damage from Zapdos' attacks. The battle kept switching between one side launching, defending, 
or enhancing themselves, followed by the other side responding accordingly. Eventually, Zapdos' Agility made him very hard to keep up 
with, and so he launched a Drill Peck that shattered Chikorita'’s Reflect and struck them all hard. He then quickly followed up with a 
Thundershock before the team could even land, so even Chikorita suffered quite a bit. When the painful jolt ended, they all slammed into 
the ground hard, paralyzed and unable to get up as Zapdos landed in front of them. 


"Hmph! It was a brave and determined effort that you three put up, but you should know never to go up against anything out of your 
league, especially when you don't have any real strength. And so, I'll finish you off and send you home to consider that!" Zapdos growled, 
gathering up energy to unleash a Thunderbolt on them. While he was gathering up as much energy as he could to make sure they were all 

taken out, the team was struggling to shake off the paralysis and get out of the way, but was failing miserably. 


As they kept trying, Squirtle thought to himself, "Agh... He's so strong... He's definitely a legendary Pokemon; he's tougher than anything 
we've encountered so far. But..." Squirtle clenched his left hand into a fist and propped it up, 'We're not going to lose to him!" As he 
thought this, he felt something deep inside of him, as if it began to reawaken after a long time of being dormant. "As long as we can stand 
up and face Zapdos," he thought as the feeling spread throughout his body, "Team Go-Getters is never going to give up!" Suddenly, the 
paralysis constricting his body vanished and he rushed at a speed considerable to a Linoone, slamming into Zapdos with a powerful Tackle 
attack! This powerful and painful hit threw Zapdos off balance and caused him to fall on his back. While he was recovering from the shock, 
Squirtle dashed over with his new speed and got Oran and Cheri Berries from the toolbox and gave them to Charmander and Chikorita, 
who perked up after chewing them down. 


After Charmander, Chikorita, and Zapdos had all gotten back up, they were all a bit astounded at Squirtle's appearance. While he physically 
looked no different than he did normally, he was now covered by a glowing light blue aura, including his eyes. For some reason, the part 
on top and back of his head was positioned slightly above it and seemed to be waving in the wind, like there was supposed to be something 
there. It seemed to give off a calming light as Charmander and Chikorita, though still in shock, rose up to resume the battle with Zapdos. 


Upon seeing Charmander and Chikorita get up, Zapdos snapped back to himself and decided to make the little turtle pay for whatever he 
did, suspecting that Squirtle must've activated his ability, Torrent, meaning he was close to defeat. He quickly charged up a Thundershock 
and fired it at Squirtle, causing Chikorita and Charmander to tell him to move, but at the last second, he took off quickly, reaching Zapdos' 
side just as the Thundershock hit the ground, and blasted Zapdos with a Water Pulse from below, which was laced with the same glowing 
aura Squirtle had covering his body. The attack seemed to increase in power because of the aura and also caused Zapdos to become 
confused. With Zapdos trying to figure out where he was, Squirtle ran back to Charmander and Chikorita, at a normal speed this time, and 
they quickly got the message. Lining up in front of Zapdos, they got ready to finish the battle up. 


"Give it to him! Flamethrower!" Charmander shouted. 
"Add in Magical Leaf! Ha!" Chikorita exclaimed. 
"And top it off with Ice Beam!" Squirtle called. 


As each of them said this, they unleashed the attack in question, sending a wall of power rushing towards Zapdos, whose guard was down 
due to just figuring out that he was on Mt. Thunder and engaged in a battle. Having figured this out too late, he was suffered a LOT of 
damage from Team Go-Getters' combination shot. When it ended, Zapdos was struggling to stay standing at the edge of the plateau, not 
far from Team Go-Getters. Squirtle was also having trouble standing up, as the aura around him disappeared after the attack and he 
immediately got exhausted, like someone forced him to run a whole marathon. The questions Charmander and Chikorita had had for him 
were lost at seeing him breathing hard and trying to stand up. As they were trying to help Squirtle and Zapdos was keeping himself 
upright, Team ACT suddenly appeared on the scene. 


"What is going on here?" Alakazam wondered, catching Team Go-Getters' attention. They looked back to see Alakazam, Charizard, and 
Tyranitar standing there, having just made it up to the peak. Zapdos caught everyone's attention then, as suddenly he seemed to be 
charging up electricity in his body. When the charge was complete, the electricity sparkled around him and he began to beat his wings, 
lifting off the ground. Charizard quickly pushed the injured Team Go-Getters out of harm's way and glared at Zapdos, saying, "You still 
want to fight? I think I can handle that myself!" But Zapdos simply landed and said, "No. I'm done fighting for now. I've had some fun and 
I'm calm again. Shiftry is free to go." He took to the air, flew off for a few minutes, and returned with Shiftry in one of his talons. As he 
landed, he glanced over at Team Go-Getters and said, "You kids... You're more than I thought you would be. This was certainly a fun 


battle." Squirtle smiled at this and said, "Hey, sometimes you just have to throw your rage around until it's gone. You just need to find 

someone who can take it all and help you deal with it." Zapdos smiled and nodded, then said, "Yes. But we'll see about next time we meet 
Next time, I will go all out, now that I know what you three are capable of. I suggest you be prepared for that! Train hard, so that next we 
meet, we can battle without any anger or holding back!" He then took off once again, this time flying off into the distance. 


With Zapdos gone, everyone ran over to Shiftry, who was just lying on the ground but still seemed to be moving. "Are you OK?" Charizard 
asked. Shiftry stood up and looked around for a second before saying, "Ugh... Uh, yeah... I am, somehow..." Despite looking to have been 
shaken by the whole ordeal, Shiftry seemed little worse for the wear. Team Go-Getters was happy to see this, Squirtle even saying, "I'm 
glad you're okay Shiftry! We were worried about you!" Charmander and Chikorita nodded in agreement with this statement, which 
surprised Shiftry inwardly. Tyranitar then looked over at Team Go-Getters and said, "But that was a real surprise. Just that whole driving 
off Zapdos yourselves." Charizard nodded and said, "Yeah, I didn't see what happened, but it looks like you've all got some real chemistry 
among yourselves. And you must have more strength than a Rescue Team like you can show, eh Brother?" he grinned. Chikorita gave a 
side glance at Charmander, who seemed to be embarrassed by what his brother said, but Squirtle just glanced away, not sure what to say 
or do. Alakazam noticed this and spoke up, "I sensed it back when we first met... Perhaps... You're not really a Pokemon, are you?" he 
asked Squirtle. Squirtle was shocked by this and said, "You mean you can tell just by looking at me? But you're right. I'm not really a 
Squirtle." Chikorita nodded and added, "He says that he's actually a human." Despite saying she believed him, she secretly hoped it was 
not true, even with what had just occurred. Still these words came as a shock to the other Pokemon except for Alakazam. 


"Is that possible? Can a human really become a Pokemon?" Tyranitar asked Squirtle. "I don't know. All I know is I woke up in the forest 
like this and I can't remember anything other than the fact that I'm a human," he said, somewhat sadly. Charmander looked at Squirtle, 
feeling sorry for him, and then asked Alakazam, "Alakazam, we heard you know a lot about the world. Do you have any idea why Squirtle 
would just wake up as a Pokemon?" He looked at Charmander a moment, then said, "No. I'm afraid I can't determine that." He then 
remembered that they could try talking to someone who might know more. "However, there might be a way to uncover the truth," he 
started. At Team Go-Getters' looks, he continued, "There is a place called the Hill of the Ancients. There lives a Pokemon who stares into 
the sun all day for insight into the future... His name is Xatu, and he may be able to help your friend." Charmander nodded and said, 
"Okay! Then that's where we'll go." Squirtle then looked at him and asked, "After lunch?" Charmander and Chikorita giggled a bit, then 
Charmander said, "Yeah, okay. We'll go after lunch. We were probably going to stop at the village anyway," he stated, which Squirtle 
looked happy about. Chikorita turned to Shiftry and said, "Shiftry, you come too. Let's head back." Shiftry cast an uncertain eye to her and 
said, "Uh, yeah... We should, I guess..." The four of them then left the plateau to head down the mountain, leaving Team ACT alone. 


As they watched Team Go-Getters leave, Charizard leaned over to Alakazam and said, "Alakazam. I know you, and I think you know 
something that you're not telling them. You do, do you not?" Alakazam crossed his arms and said, "There is something... But I don't believe 
it concerns that boy just yet. He may act a bit odd, but there's definitely no hatred in his mind. So for now, it will go unspoken. For their 

sake..." 


I hope that you enjoyed this chapter. I was in a bit of a slump when I wrote this, so it feels a little out of sorts to me. But I figured it would 
take a while before I got out of my slump, so I thought it was okay and decided to post it. Feel free to review if you wish. 


Peace and love to everyone! 
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After getting back from Mt. Thunder, Team Go-Getters met up with Shiftry's Nuzleaf teammates. They were very grateful for what Share 
Team Go-Getters did, so they gave the team a reward for helping their leader. Shiftry seemed to be lost in thought throughout the trip and 
the return, but not enough to forget to thank the trio for saving his life. They said they were going to talk to Jumpluff before they tried to 
find some more work, though it didn't seem like Shiftry was in the mood to head out again just yet as Chikorita noted. After they left, 
Squirtle decided to grab some lunch for everyone while Charmander and Chikorita asked around about the Hill of Ancients. By the time 
Squirtle had enough for everyone to have, Charmander and Chikorita were done asking around, so they met up with him at the front of the 
base to eat and discuss what they had found out. 


"So, to sum it up, after we did some checking around," Charmander said, having mentioned who they talked to while eating, "the Hill of the 
Ancients is apparently located in the Great Canyon, which is to the south of here." Squirtle nodded in understanding, since he couldn't open 
his mouth since he had just started chewing a rice ball. After a little while, they were done eating, and all the rice balls, apple slices, tea, 
and soup were gone. All that was left were some empty wooden plates, bowls, cups, and a few pairs of chopsticks. 


"Well, that was delicious," Chikorita commented. She then stood up, "We should go to the Great Canyon now. We still have plenty of 
supplies that we'll be fine if we run into any problems," she explained. Charmander agreed as he and Squirtle stood up. "Alright then, let's 
go! We're off to the Great Canyon!" he said as he and Chikorita began walking, but Squirtle stayed where he was, saying something quietly. 
Charmander seemed to hear him speaking, as he stopped and looked back at Squirtle, asking, "Squirtle? What's the matter?" Squirtle 
looked up at him, gave a quick smile and said, "It's okay, don't worry about anything." Chikorita didn't buy it for a second and said, "You 
were saying something, weren't you? Something is bothering you if you're doing that." She softened her expression and said, "Come on, 
you can tell us what's wrong." Squirtle gave a soft sigh, then said, "Okay, why do you want to go out to the Great Canyon so badly?" 
Charmander and Chikorita looked at each other, then back at Squirtle and Charmander asked, "Why? Why would you ask something like 
that?" Squirtle scratched his head, brushing over something soft and slightly fine, and said, "Well, are you fine taking time out of rescue 
work for that?" At this they smiled and Charmander said, "Of course. Helping out others is important, especially when you're talking about 
a friend. After all, you are our friend, aren't you Squirtle?" Squirtle didn't say anything, but he did slightly nod. Chikorita then walked up 
behind him saying, "That's what this whole Rescue Team is all about. We do our best for each other as well. So come on! Let's go do our 
best!" she said, putting the toolbox on his shoulder and pushing him in the direction of the village outskirts, Charmander following behind 
them. 


The trip to the Great Canyon was a pretty long one. After leaving the village outskirts, Team Go-Getters set out east so they wouldn't 
waste time trying to find a way to cross the cove directly. By heading east towards the forest where Mirage Woods was located, they were 
able to go around it, but they were still a ways away from their destination. Once they got close to the forest, they began to walk along the 
edge of the cove, giving them a great view of the ocean as they walked. By the time they got to a patch of woods near the plains they had 
to cross, it was already getting close to nighttime. So they found a suitable place in the woods where they wouldn't run into any angry 
Ursaring and camped for the night. After a dinner and a good night's sleep in the clearing, they buried the remains of their camp fire so 
there wouldn't be anything left to burn and continued on their way. 


After leaving the patch of forest, they came across a vast plain that would only be inhabited by Pokemon that could stand living in a desert 
region. As they trudged across it, they noted that rain must've run down the rocks into the plain they were walking on, as they could see a 
more rocky area off to the east. Despite the traveling being a bit rough, they made it across, arriving at the foot of the Great Canyon 
around mid-afternoon. 


"Well, here we are. The Great Canyon," Chikorita stated. "It sure is huge. I can see why they might give it that name," Squirtle 
commented. "Yeah," Charmander agreed. He then turned to his teammates and said, "The Hill of the Ancients is located at the top of the 
canyon, according to what I heard from Alakazam and my older brother. That's where we'll find Xatu, so we need to find some safe areas in 
this canyon that we can climb up, okay guys?" They nodded, though everyone's feet were still sore from crossing the rocky desert plain. 
Still they knew they would have to deal with it if they were going to get any answers. So Squirtle said, "Well, like you guys said, let's do 
our best, right?" They voiced their agreement, and entered the canyon to begin searching for a way up, not realizing that someone was 
following them. 


As they stepped into the canyon, they could see it was even bigger than it looked on the outside. The bottom of it looked a bit different 
from what they expected as well, since they saw crevices that held water at the bottom, as well as green grasses growing out from the 
rocky ground. As they walked, they tried to locate a suitable area to start climbing, hoping to find something low enough that they could 
grasp that wasn't too sharp and had a few ledges above it that they could walk on. As they searched, they ran into some Pokemon that 
were quite used to living in the canyon, such as Skiploom, Dunsparce, Phanpy, and Doduo. Since they lived in rough conditions, they 
provided a suitable battle whenever Team Go-Getters ran into them. 


After about an hour of walking, Team Go-Getters finally came across a ledge that looked suitable enough to climb up. First Charmander 
went up to make sure it was okay, followed by Squirtle when Charmander confirmed that it was, who helped Chikorita climb up. Following 
the path they were now on, they continued on their way up the canyon, watching out for wild Pokemon that might try to push them off. 


After some more walking, they began to close in on the Hill of the Ancients, getting closer to the top of the Great Canyon. They had run 
into some more Pokemon as they climbed, being chased by Breloom, almost stunned by a Vileplume's Stun Spore, almost had their badges 
stolen by some Murkrow, almost got ambushed by a Cacturne, and had trouble outsmarting a Noctowl. But still, they were making 


progress up to the top, being close to the top at this point as they were trying to figure out the best way to cross to the side of the canyon 
where the Hill of the Ancients was located. 


"So what would the best way to get across be?" Squirtle asked. "Do we try to do some old-school jumping across those rocks to the other 
side, or do we see if there's a way further up?" Charmander and Chikorita were also confused on what the best way to solve this dilemma 
would be. Eventually, they decided to check ahead to see if there was another way to cross. After some walking, they came to the top of 
the Great Canyon, though they still needed to cross if they wanted to get to the Hill of the Ancients. And it was kind of hard to think, 
because being at the top of the canyon put them in full view of the evening sun, the heat beginning to get to Chikorita and Squirtle, though 
it also meant that it was going to start getting cool once the sun went down. 


"Hang in there, guys; we're so close to our goal! We just have to think about the situation and we'll find a way across!" Charmander tried 
to reassure Squirtle and Chikorita, since they were sitting down next to a rock that was somewhat out of the sun's rays in order to help 
keep cool. As they sat next to each other, Squirtle and Chikorita tried to think about the problem facing them, but Chikorita was having a 
little trouble with this since she realized she was sitting right next to Squirtle. She didn't have to do much thinking, though, as Squirtle 
spotted a possible solution to the problem. 


"Hey, look at that dead tree over there," Squirtle said, pointing to an old tree that had long since lost its leaves and had trouble surviving 
due to being exposed to so much sun and not enough rain. They looked at it and caught on to what Squirtle was suggesting. They all 
walked over to it to examine it, seeing that it seemed to be pretty firm and might be the right length for them to use as a bridge to the 
other side. Working together, they tried to force the tree out of the ground, budging it some, which was more than they expected, before 
they heard the sound of buzzing, causing them to stop. Looking at where it was coming from, they had their eyes hit with the sun, as a 
Heracross attempted to hit them with Megahorn, using the sun as cover. However, it ended up hitting the tree instead, since Team Go- 
Getters figured that they should try to get out of the way of the attacker. The Megahorn ended up dislodging the tree without sending it 
flying off a cliff. This also left the Heracross dazed, so Charmander gave it a light Flamethrower to send it back to its nest. 


"Well, he was rather helpful actually," Chikorita noted, as the tree was now on its side near the path they needed to go back down. Before 

deciding how to get the tree to do what they hoped it could do, they decided to go back down to the gap in the canyon and examine it and 

consider how best to go about getting across. Once they reached it, they checked everything that was essential to using the tree, including 
how long the gap was and how they were going to get the tree to serve as a bridge over this gap. Eventually, they decided that the tree 
could help them reach the other side, but they would have to be careful about getting it down to this point. One slip would mean finding 

another way across. Working together, they pushed and pulled the tree down to where the gap wasn't as wide and slowly got it to face the 
direction they needed. With that, they pushed it out across the gap until it made contact with the other side, then carefully walked across 

one at a time until they were on the other side, where the Hill of the Ancients was located. 


"Hey, did anyone else see the frayed ropes back near the rocks in the gap? It almost looked like there might've been a bridge there at 
some point," Squirtle said once there were across and climbing again. "Yeah, I noticed that too. And those ropes looked pretty sturdy, so 
they couldn't have broken on their own," Charmander agreed. "But who would go to all that trouble? And why?" Chikorita wondered, to 
which no one had an answer to. Instead of asking questions about something they didn't know about, they went back to climbing, the Hill 
of the Ancients not much farther ahead. Not far behind them, a shadowy figure growled at Team Go-Getters managing to get past its 
attempt to force them to turn back. It didn't know what they were doing here, but had decided to mess with them all the same. 


After climbing up the rest of the way, Squirtle, Charmander, and Chikorita finally arrived at the top, standing atop the Hill of the Ancients. 


"Here we are, the Hill of the Ancients..." Charmander said softly. They all glanced around, noticing that the sun didn't shine directly in their 
faces as it did before. Suddenly, they all noticed a bird standing directly in the path of the sun, seemingly staring at it. "Is that Xatu over 
there?" Squirtle asked. "Not sure. Let's go see," Charmander said. They walked up behind the bird, and Chikorita said, "Excuse us, but are 
you Xatu?" The bird made no movement or noise, so Chikorita walked closer and said, "Hello?" Still no response. Squirtle looked up at the 
Pokemon and wondered, "Maybe he can't hear us?" He walked up to his side, looking at him, then walked in front of him and said, 
"HELLO?" Even with Squirtle shouting, there was no response, so Squirtle walked back around him, confused. 


"I don't get it. He's not making any response at all," Squirtle said to Charmander and Chikorita. "Yeah, maybe he's asleep on his feet?" 
Charmander wondered. "With his eyes open? Wow," Squirtle commented. "His eyes are open?" Chikorita asked, and Squirtle nodded, 
causing her to shiver slightly at the thought of sleeping like that. "What should we do guys?" Squirtle asked. They pondered this for a 
minute before Chikorita said, "Well, we could try tickling him." Squirtle glanced at Xatu, then said, "Well... okay. We could try it." He walked 
over to Xatu's side and started tickling him under his wing. He kept this up for a little bit before he dropped his arms, groaning. He walked 
back to them and said, "Still nothing." This caused them to groan too, not sure what to do now. Suddenly, they heard a snort, and looked 
back at Xatu. All of a sudden, he burst out laughing, as if Squirtle were tickling him right now. This caused them to sweat drop, wondering 
why he was laughing now. "Maybe... he concentrates on the sun too much to know what's going on?" Squirtle suggested. 


"KWAAAAAAAAAH!" he shouted, raising his wings and scaring the heck out of everyone. Dropping his wings, he said, "Behold... The sun 
setting on the horizon..." He then turned around and said, "Indeed. Iam Xatu. You know of my true identity... You are not an ordinary 
sort..." Everyone sweated some more at this remark. "Guessed your identity? Isn't that a little much?" Charmander asked. "...No," Xatu 
said. "This much I can tell. You there," he said, looking at Squirtle. "You are no ordinary Pokemon. You are... actually a human, yes?" This 
came as a shock to Team Go-Getters, especially Charmander and Chikorita, who secretly hoped that Squirtle being a human wasn't true, 
especially Chikorita. "You can tell? How?" Squirtle asked. Xatu turned his back to them and said, "All day... I stare at the sun, unblinking. It 
gives me sight for all things." He turned back to the three Pokemon and said, "The past and the future as well." Charmander then walked 
up to Xatu and said, "If you know Xatu, tell us, please!" He then looked at Squirtle before turning back to Xatu and said, "That's my and 
Chikorita's friend, Squirtle. Our friend woke up one morning a few weeks ago as he is now, without any memory of his former life. Do you 
know anything about that, Xatu?" 


Looking at the three, Xatu said, "The calamities of nature... There have been many quite recently. The reason is because the world's 
balance is upset." He then looked at Squirtle again and said, "And you waking up as a Pokemon... The two are tied together, inseparably 
so." Chikorita instantly perked up at this and said, "Are you saying that Squirtle waking up as a Pokemon and the natural disasters are 

related? How?" Xatu closed his eyes and said no more. "Hey, why did you just stop talking? What is it? Please, tell us, Xatu!" Charmander 
said. Slowly, Xatu continued, "I can also sense a powerful aura coming from you. It has been locked away within you since you became a 
Pokemon and you've forgotten how to wield it. Perhaps in time, you will remember how to use it. But... there are bigger concerns right 
now." Even with his eyes closed, Xatu's face wore a look of fear. "The world's balance must be corrected, or the worst shall befall our 
world." This made everyone also fear, as Chikorita said, "What? The worst will befall our world?" Xatu turned away and said, "I see it... 
Every day... One of the possible futures for our world... I fear it. The world's destruction." Everyone was speechless at that, letting it all sink 
in and fearing it as well. 


Meanwhile, hidden safely out of sight near the Hill of the Ancients, the shadowy figure had heard everything, and instantly recognized what 
Xatu said. 


"Heh heh heh! So that's it! A strong aura... A former human... And tied to the natural disasters of this world..." The figure's face sported a 
wide, evil smirk. "Well, well, well. I believe this will come in handy! It should be interesting to watch indeed! Mwa ha ha!" And with that, 
the figure left the safety of its hiding place and headed towards the entrance of the Great Canyon, aiming for Pokemon Square... 
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After meeting Xatu, Team Go-Getters left him as he turned back to the sun, hoping to see some hope for the future if he looked Share 
there. By the time they got to the bottom, it was already night out, so they found an alcove in the rock and camped there for the night. 
The next day, they exited the canyon and spent most of the day crossing the desert plain and making their way back along the edge of the 
coast. The whole trip, nobody really said much due to thinking about everything they had heard from Xatu the other day. They arrived at 
the front of their Team Base as the sun began to set, having had little happen during the whole trek back. Instead of eating in the Team 
Base like they usually did, they all simply broke off in front of the base and went to their own respective homes to eat dinner. 


As he ate, Squirtle was still thinking of the things Xatu had told the team. How the world's balance was upset and that if it wasn't 
corrected, it would lead to the world's destruction. He also thought of what Xatu mentioned about his aura and how it was locked in his 
body since he had awakened in this world. It was a lot of information, and from what Xatu said, it didn't seem like there was much time to 
sort out all of the little details. However, he knew that they just had to keep their heads held high and work towards figuring the problem 
out, one bit at a time. By this time, night had fallen, so Squirtle removed his Pecha Scarf and crawled onto his rock to sleep. 


Meanwhile, some ways away from the Team Base, Charmander and Chikorita were still awake in their respective homes, not sure how to 
take the information they had been given. It all sounded so ominous to them. 


"I don't understand," Charmander thought to himself. "What does Squirtle originally being a human but waking up as he is now have to do 
with the world's balance? And what was Xatu talking about when he mentioned Squirtle's aura? Was he referring to what happened to 
Squirtle back at Mt. Thunder when we were fighting Zapdos? It's just so confusing, and... Well, I don't really know what to make of it all..." 
Shaking his head, Charmander decided that he should try to get some sleep, so he crawled onto his bed and tried to get himself to fall 
asleep. 


Chikorita was also having similar thoughts, as she tried to clear her head and fall asleep. 'The balance of the world is upset... And Squirtle 
is supposed to be connected to it somehow... But why? I'm sure it's not normal to go to sleep one night and then wake up in the morning 
with no memory and being a Pokemon, but I don't see what that means for the world. And I don't believe that he would want anything like 
all these natural disasters to befall us all. *sigh* So confusing." Hoping her head would clear up some in the morning, Chikorita drifted off 
to sleep on her bed of leaves. 


As the members of Team Go-Getters slept through the night, Squirtle began to experience another dream as he snoozed. 
Squirtle's Dream 


Squirtle sighed as he rested his head in the lap of a Bibarel. The weather was just perfect in his dream. The sun was shining brightly, 
clouds floated across the sky in all shapes and sizes, and the Pokemon in the forest were enjoying this lovely weather, all singing or just 
generally having fun. He even felt himself beginning to nod off with some of the other Pokemon in this forest. 


"AH! Wake up, it's falling! Squirtle was suddenly woken rather abruptly at this shout. "Falling? What's falling?" he asked. He looked up into 
the sky where Bibarel was pointing and saw an object rocketing across the sky, moving so fast it left a trail in its wake. "What is that 
thing?" Squirtle wondered, watching it fall from the sky. He began to panic when he realized it was coming down towards him and the 
Pokemon in the clearing! He shouted for everyone to run, then attempted to get away from the area. The object was coming too fast, 

because as he started to get away, it came down in the center of the clearing with a loud KA-BOOM! 


The force of the landing created a small crater and knocked Squirtle off of his feet, slightly scratching his body. As he tried to stand up, he 
became aware that something was rising out of the crater and turned his head around to look at it. His vision was blurry due to being 
thrown off by the explosion, so he had trouble registering the image. 


"A-Are you... a Pokemon?" he managed to ask, but the figure gave no response. Suddenly, Squirtle felt his strength leave him and he 
fainted. 


Blackness covered Squirtle's vision. And then... 


The sun shone through the back window of the base, striking Squirtle's body as he dragged himself from the world of dreams. Strangely, 
he felt like he was just regaining consciousness after he had been shocked or beaten with a heavy bat into submission. He rubbed his eyes 
to try to get the sleep out of them, then sat for a moment to think about what he had seen last night. He had had some dreams like that 
every now and then that felt real, though he noted that it had been a little while since he last saw the dream with the swirling colors. 
Shaking his head, he stood up and went to get a drink of water. With that done, he looked at his reflection and noticed what looked like 
fuzz on the top of his head. It was hard to see unless you looked really carefully, but it almost looked like blue hair, the same blue as his 
head, arms, and legs. Deciding not to worry about it, he went to the toolbox and grabbed his scarf, tying it around his neck, and then put 
the toolbox on. He left the Team Base, noticing that Charmander and Chikorita hadn't shown up. They showed up after he waited for a few 
minutes. 


"Good morning, Squirtle," Charmander said, though his voice indicated he had something on his mind. "Um, I wanted to ask you something 
before we went to work today." Squirtle nodded to let Charmander know he could ask. "What do you think of what Xatu told us? Does it 
bother you?" Squirtle glanced at the ground for a second to think about it, then said, "A little bit, but not much." This seemed to be not 


what Chikorita was expecting him to say, as she said, "How can you say that? Don't joke, Squirtle, this is serous! Xatu said that you being 
a Pokemon is connected to the reason why the world's balance is upset! And you say that you're only a little bit worried?" Squirtle and 
Charmander looked at her, not understanding her sudden outburst. She looked between the two of them, then suddenly caught on. "Oh, I 
see. You want to try to keep our spirits high, don't you?" At this, Squirtle nodded warmly to show that was exactly what he was trying to 
do. "Sorry, Squirtle. I guess I overreacted there," she said, and then Charmander said, "Well, I might've said something if you didn't, but I 
get it now too." Everyone felt better, understanding each other the way they always did. 


Charmander looked back at Squirtle and said, "I wish there was something we could do. But that's hard since there's something I don't 
understand." Chikorita and Squirtle looked at him, wondering what that was. "The, uh... The world's balance... What is that?" he asked. 
They looked at him wondering what he meant, and he said, "I mean, yeah, we know that when it's out of balance, it causes all the natural 
disasters we've been seeing, but what is it physically? How are you supposed to fix it?" They could understand what Charmander was 
getting at, but they were just as lost on that as he was. After a few minutes of silence, Chikorita spoke up, "Well, I guess we'll just have to 
keep doing what we can to help out. One problem at a time, right?" Squirtle and Charmander agreed, then they set out for Pokemon 
Square and the Pelipper Post Office. 


After crossing the bridge into town, Team Go-Getters passed the Kecleon Brothers shop and one of the village houses before stopping at 
the sight of the town square. They saw Lombre, Bellsprout, and Snubbull standing atop the multi-colored circular stone that served as the 
center of the village, talking about something. 


"I'm kind of shocked myself," Lombre was saying as the members of Team Go-Getters watched. "I always believe that it was only a 
legend, nothing more," Snubbull added. "But could there be some truth behind it? I'm having a hard time believing that to be the case," 
Bellsprout told them. At this point, Squirtle, Charmander, and Chikorita decided to see what they were talking about. 


"Hey, what's going on, you guys?" Squirtle asked. They turned to Team Go-Getters and Lombre said, "Oh, well, you know the old story 
about Ninetales? That whole legend thing?" The trio looked at each other for a moment, then turned back and Charmander said, "No..." 
Lombre then said, "What, you haven't heard it before? It's one of those old fairy tales the elders tell all the children in the village. How 
you'll get cursed if you ever grab one of Ninetales' tails." Snubbull then said, "All this time, everyone just left it as that. But lately, it's been 
rumored that it actually happened." Bellsprout stood relaxed as he said, "Well, like Snubbull said, it's just a rumor going around. I wouldn't 
start believing it because of that, because I certainly don't. Well, not yet, anyway." Lombre then turned back to Team Go-Getters and said, 
"If you're interested in hearing it, you should go talk to Elder Whiscash. He's... Well, you know where he is. He gave you guys your first 
rescue job, after all. Heh heh," he chuckled, remembering that day. "We will, thank you," Charmander said. With that, they headed for 
Whiscash's pond, leaving the three Pokemon in the square to their business. 


As Team Go-Getters headed for the pond, they saw Pikachu, Pichu, and Raichu heading for the pond as well. "Hey, Pikachu, Pichu, Raichu!" 
Charmander called. The three of them turned around to see Team Go-Getters waving while walking towards them. "Hey, it's Team Go- 
Getters!" Pichu cried out in joy. "Hey, it's been a while since we've seen you, hasn't it? What have you guys been up to?" Pikachu asked. 
"Oh, just a lot of heavy work mostly," Chikorita told them. "But we did get promoted again! Look, we're Silver Rank now!" Charmander 
said, and the team showed them their badges. "Oh, that's so cool! Great job, you guys!" Pichu exclaimed. "So what have you three been 
up to?" Squirtle asked. "Well, mostly Pikachu and Pichu have been helping me find a place and get settled," Raichu explained. "Yeah, I've 
decided to live here and see how things are. Right now, we were going over to Elder Whiscash's pond to hear some folklore." Chikorita 
looked at them and said, "Well, so were we! Why don't we all go?" Everyone agreed to this and headed out on the stones to where Elder 
Whiscash liked to settle in his pond. 


"Ah... Such a wonderful day... And hopefully, I won't sense any natural disasters for a while," Elder Whiscash sighed, settling on the rocky 
surface of the pond to enjoy the weather. Suddenly, he noticed a group of Pokemon walking up to him, and recognized them as Team Go- 
Getters, Pichu, Big Brother Pikachu, and Cousin Raichu. "Oh! So nice to see you all together! Is there anything I can do for you all?" he 
asked everyone. "We came out to hear your folklore, Elder Whiscash," Pikachu said. "Ah, you wish to hear me tell old folklore?" he inquired. 
"Yeah, can you tell us about the Ninetales Legend, sir?" Squirtle asked, respecting the elder. "Hohoho. There's no need for formalities. 
Please everyone, take a seat and I will recount the tale," Elder Whiscash told the group. Everyone found a comfortable spot on the rock 
and listened carefully as they sat. 


"There once lived a Pokemon by the name of Ninetales," Elder Whiscash began. "Now, Ninetales had many tails, all of them said to be 
imbued with psychic powers. It was said that anyone who grabbed a tail without Ninetales knowing or offering the tail would be struck with 
a curse. But there was someone so foolish to grab a tail. And it was a human." Pichu raised his paw and asked, "A human?" Whiscash 
nodded and said, "Yes, a human. As one might expect, the human who grabbed the tail was subjected to the Curse of Ninetales. However, 
when the curse was cast, a Pokemon named Gardevoir shielded the human, sacrificing herself to absorb the curse." Charmander, one who 
was not sure on what to make of humans, asked, "Why? Why would that Pokemon, Gardevoir, do that?" Whiscash waved his whiskers and 
said, "To Gardevoir, that human was her partner. Humans and Pokemon have long held strong bonds together. Or rather.." Elder Whiscash 
trailed off until Chikorita asked, "Um, about humans? Aren't there good humans and bad humans?" Having been set on track by this, Elder 
Whiscash said, "Correct. Taking pity on Gardevoir, Ninetales asked the human, 'Do you wish to save Gardevoir?' But by then, the human 
had already abandoned Gardevoir and fled. Ninetales became disillusioned with the human... And made this prediction: ‘That human will 
one day be reborn as a Pokemon." This last part shocked Team Go-Getters, who glanced at each other nervously before turning back to 
Elder Whiscash. He then continued, "'And when the human becomes a Pokemon, the world's balance will be upset...'" Taking a breath, he 
said, "And that is how the legend goes. So, did you all find it interesting?" While Pikachu, Pichu, and Raichu immediately said they enjoyed 
it, everyone noticed Team Go-Getters didn't say anything at all. When Raichu asked what was wrong, Elder Whiscash said, "I know what it 
is. They found it so interesting that they are at a loss for words! Hohoho," he chuckled, causing Team Go-Getters to sweat drop. He then 
continued, "There's no need to wear those serious expressions, young ones. Certainly some rumors suggest that perhaps the legend is 
true... But it is only old folklore, nothing more." He then yawned, then said, "Well, I believe I will take a short nap now. If you want to hear 
the tale again or any others, come by again later. Hohoho." He then began to nod off as the group stood up and left. While Pikachu, Pichu, 
and Raichu decided to stay in the grassy area and talk about it, Team Go-Getters headed back towards the village center. As they reached 
it, Charmander said, "Hey, guys, do you want to call it a day now? I just can't seem to get motivated..." Chikorita agreed with him, and 
Squirtle decided it was a good idea as well. 


The team left the village and stopped in front of their Team Base. "Sorry about this, Squirtle. You probably have it in you to work, but we 
just can't seem to get motivated," Chikorita told him. Squirtle had a worried look, so Charmander said, "It must be because of that story. 
We'll head home and try to clear our heads out some, okay? See you tomorrow." They then walked around Squirtle, who turned to watch 
them go. After walking a few seconds, Charmander suddenly stopped, then turned to look at Squirtle a moment before shouting, "Squirtle! 
I'm sorry!" Squirtle eyes widened at this, wondering what he was sorry for. "I actually started doubting you for a second, Squirtle..." 
Charmander explained. "But not anymore. I believe in you, Squirtle," he said, walking back to Squirtle. "Because you're a friend like no 
other. A friend... That I could never find a replacement for..." he said, surprising Squirtle with a hug. He released Squirtle and, smiling, said, 
"Okay, Squirtle! Let's do our best tomorrow like always!" He then headed home, passing Chikorita who had stopped as well. 


After Charmander had left, Chikorita was left alone with Squirtle. She walked up to him, slowly as if thinking about what to say, and 
stopped in front of him. "Well, I must admit that I feel guilty of doubting you too, Squirtle," she said. "But I was afraid of telling you 


because I wasn't sure what you would think. But I feel better, knowing that Charmander has the same faith in you that I do. I was just 
worried after hearing all of this talk about the world's balance, but I know that no one would ever think you'd do anything like that, 

considering all you've done since you joined our team. Even if you have some doubts, don't go away. It won't be much fun having a Rescue 
Team without you." She looked at him for a little bit, blushing slightly while Squirtle looked down, letting her and Charmander's words sink 

in. After a little bit, he looked back up and nodded, though his face still seemed to be lost in thought. She looked happy and said, "Thank 

you, Squirtle! Like Charmander said, let's do our best tomorrow like we always do! Bye!" She then headed home herself, while Squirtle 

stood there, letting everything they said fully sink in. It was quite a while before he moved and headed inside the Team Base to remove 
his scarf and the toolbox before going to sleep. 


That night, as the moonlight poured in through the windows, Squirtle was tossing and turning as he was dreaming again. 
Squirtle's Dream 


Squirtle opened his eyes and saw himself floating in a void full of swirling colors."It's that dream again... The one I haven't had in a 
while..." he whispered as the landscape began to take shape. The mountains began to form, followed by forests as well as buildings near 
some of the trees. Soon, a ground formed under him, and he found himself standing in a town that had steps leading down into an area 

that looked to be cut in the ground. The whole town seemed to be giving off a sense of history, especially the area that was down the 
stairs. After looking around, he ran to check that area out first, seeing a cave in the other side. On the sides of the caves were two carvings 
that showed two Pokemon, a blue one on one side and a pink one on the other. They seemed familiar, but he wasn't sure why. He decided 
to investigate the cave. 


Passing inside, he walked a short distance before reaching the end, seeing another carving on the wall. This one showed three Pokemon 
arranged in a triangle shape around something. There was some writing on it as well, but he couldn't understand it. He continued to look at 
the carving, wondering if it was related to the two outside, until he felt the familiar presence of someone appearing in his dream. He 

turned around to see the same familiar silhouette from his previous dreams. 


"I always see the same silhouette when I have this dream," Squirtle whispered to himself. Suddenly, he could he hear the figure speaking, 
though it wasn't quite clear what it was saying. Squirtle decided to try talking to it, so he said, "Hello. Please, tell me. You... Who are you?" 
A moment of silence, then the figure said, "...I am... Gardevoir." This surprised Squirtle, knowing that the figure in his dreams was 
Gardevoir. She wore a happy look as she said, "I'm so glad. Finally... I finally got to meet you..." From the way she was talking, it sounded 
like she knew Squirtle from somewhere. "Finally? Did you know me from before? Something about me?' he asked. She looked at him and 
said, "I am your..." The rest of her sentence faded, as did she, along with the dreamscape."Oh! Wait, don't go yet. Please, tell me more." 

However, there was no time for more, as everything faded away. 


End of dream 


Squirtle's eyes opened slightly, soon opening all the way as he sat up. He looked around the cave a moment before thinking about last 
night. "That's such a mysterious dream," he said to himself, his hand on his chin. "I have it as well as those other dreams, but this time, 

the dream was clearer than before. That Pokemon in my dream... I think I learned who it was..." Suddenly, it came to him. "Gardevoir! 

Gardevoir is the one who appears in my dreams! And yesterday, Whiscash said that the human in the legend had a Gardevoir who she 
considered a partner!" Squirtle's face suddenly paled in horror at this realization. "Was it me...? Was I Gardevoir's partner? Did I abandon 
her when she was in trouble? Is that why I became a Pokemon...?" He looked at his blue hands as he spoke, then suddenly, he dashed out 
of the Team Base, leaving behind the toolbox and his scarf. 


Sort of a cliff-hanger ending, isn't it? Hope you enjoyed it! 
Some music that I thought of when I wrote this: 
Whiscash's Tale- The Nine Tailed Legend (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team) 
Strong Bonds of Friendship- A Fleeting Dream (Final Fantasy X) 
Realization- Open Ocean (Ecco the Dolphin (Sega CD version)) 
Next chapter will be up a little later. Peace out! 
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Charmander and Chikorita walked up the path that was to the left of the Team Base, as they were coming to get Squirtle before Share 
starting work. They were later than normal because they stopped after meeting up with each other to talk about Squirtle, specifically why 
they trusted him so much and why they wanted him to stay with them forever. They ended up talking for a while, the sun being higher 
than it normally was when they arrived at their Team Base. They were a bit surprised to see that Squirtle wasn't standing in front of the 
base like he normally does. They weren't too surprised, though, since they knew Squirtle could occasionally sleep in a bit, but even that 
was unusual for him. 


"It's not like Squirtle to sleep in on a work day," Chikorita commented, to which Charmander nodded. He then said, "Well, maybe he had 
trouble falling asleep last night. I mean, the night before yesterday, I had trouble falling asleep myself." Chikorita said, "I did too, but that 
was because I was worried about what Xatu had told us. It's not like Squirtle to be worried." They decided to go wake him up, so they 
crossed the bridge and went inside, only to become very worried as they realized Squirtle was not in the base. What's more, the toolbox 
was still in the place Squirtle always left it, his scarf neatly folded on top of the inside. This made them worry that Squirtle might've been 
abducted. 


"Charmander, come on! We need to get out there and find him!" Chikorita exclaimed, afraid of what happened to their blue pokepal and 
planning to make whoever did it pay. However, Charmander grabbed her and forced to look at him, saying, "Chikorita, calm down! Getting 
all worked up is not going to help us find him any faster! We just need to stay calm and think this through." She showed a look of worry as 

she said, "But... What if... Someone took him and is hurting him?" Charmander looked worried at this, but said, "Look, we just found out 

that he's gone. We have no idea where he could be at this point, or even if he was taken by someone. If we just started searching one 
place to the next without anything to go on, it would take much longer, and who knows what could happen in that time." She saw that 

Charmander was really trying to stay calm for Squirtle's sake, so she steadied herself and said, "Okay... You're right. What should we do 

first?" Charmander thought for a moment, then said, "Let's go to Pokemon Square. If he was there at all, someone would've surely seen 
him. We'll ask around and see if anyone saw him or anything suspicious." She nodded, and they headed out the door, deciding to leave the 

toolbox behind unless they had to go into dangerous territory. 


After crossing the bridge into the village, they questioned everyone they could find. The Kecleon Brothers, Aunty Kangaskhan, Gulpin, 
Wigglytuff, Persian, even Team ACT and the rest of the villagers. None of them had seen Squirtle or anything that looked out of the 
ordinary, but Pikachu, Pichu, Raichu, and Team ACT said they would help them look for Squirtle. With no clues to go on, Charmander, 
Chikorita, and everyone else decided to search the Friend Areas and other surrounding areas to see if Squirtle had been sighted. 


Meanwhile, up to the northwest of the village, Squirtle had just gotten to the small pond in the woods and was trying to calm himself down 
by working off the energy he had gotten from his panic by taking a swim. After a few minutes of this, he climbed out, somewhat more 
composed and calmer. As he looked at the water, he recalled everything he had heard the past two days. What Xatu said about him having 
an aura within, the fear of seeing the world's ruin, Whiscash speaking of the Legend of Ninetales, and finally finding out that the Pokemon 
in his dreams was Gardevoir. He looked at his reflection, wondering if it was really him that was the cause of the natural disasters in this 
world. He then thought about what Xatu mentioned about his aura, as the way Xatu spoke of it seemed to indicate that he must've known 
how to wield his aura before he woke up as a Squirtle. He thought back to the battle against Zapdos, as he recalled that he was 
surrounded by a kind of energy shortly before they defeated Zapdos. He remembered that they were in peril at the time and that 
somehow caused him to temporarily have the abilities that helped them win the battle. 


"Could that have been what Xatu was talking about? If it was, is it possible that I can use it like that normally, or does it only come out 
when I'm in danger? It feels like I should know this, but I can't recall anything related to using aura," Squirtle thought to himself, trying to 
work some of the things out of his brain. Still, he couldn't work out what he had heard from Elder Whiscash, especially after learning that 

Gardevoir had been appearing in some of his dreams. He stood there, gazing at his reflection, wondering what he should do now that he 

knew this. 


At this time, Charmander was starting to search the forest, hoping that Squirtle may have come out here. So far, the search had turned up 
negative, as no one in the Friend Areas had seen a Squirtle and there was no trace of him in the grassy plains. This was one of the last 
places they could search without needing to take supplies with, so he hoped Squirtle was either in the surrounding forest or the Tiny 
Woods. As he walked through the woods, he kept calling out for Squirtle, hoping that if Squirtle could hear him, he would answer back. 
Soon, he began to approach the pond where he had first met Squirtle, and saw someone standing by the pond. Encouraged by this sight, 
he ran towards the pond, and soon recognized the figure as Squirtle. "Found you!" he called, as he came closer, and Squirtle turned around 
at his voice, only to get tackled by his friend. 


After being knocked onto his shell, Squirtle managed to pull himself into a sitting position while Charmander stood there looking at him. 
"What happened? Why did you come out here without saying anything?" he asked. Squirtle looked down, not sure what to say, which 
caused Charmander to notice that he looked a little pale. "What's wrong? Come on, Squirtle, you know you can tell me," he said. Squirtle 
looked back up and said, "I... Had a dream last night." Charmander listened carefully, wondering what Squirtle had dreamt about. "It was 
the one that I told you and Chikorita about. The one with the colors and the silhouette. I learned who it was this time. It was... Gardevoir," 
he told Charmander. Charmander looked surprised at this, but then asked, "But what does that have to do with running off?" Squirtle 
sighed, then said, "After hearing that story from Whiscash yesterday, I thought that meant I might be the human in the legend. It made 
me worried, so I wanted to get away until I could at least clear my head." Charmander looked at him for a moment, then said, "Listen, 
Squirtle. While you were dreaming, did you remember what you were like when you were a human?" Squirtle shook his head, so 


Charmander said, "If that's the case, then you don't know that that's what happened." He softened his expression and said, "I... You know 
Chikorita and I believe in you, Squirtle. You know that, don't you? What happened to the Squirtle we know, the one who wouldn't let 
something like this get to him?" 


Squirtle sighed, then gave a small smile as he said, "You're right. I don't know what happened. I guess I just worried too much about 
everything we've heard and it all got to me. I wouldn't be able to forgive myself if I ever did something like that. I'm sorry." Charmander 
smiled and patted him on the shoulder, saying, "Hey, don't worry about it. I don't know if I would've been strong enough to want to get 
away to calm down after hearing that. I probably would've been more scared." He then helped Squirtle to his feet and asked, "Do you feel 
better now?" Squirtle nodded and said, "Yeah, my head feels much lighter now. Thank you." Charmander nodded, and the two began to 
make their way back to the village, wondering if Chikorita had gone back yet. 


A little while later, they made it back to the front of their Team Base, and noticed that Chikorita seemed to be pacing out in front. As soon 
as she spotted them, she ran over to them. "You found him! Squirtle, are you okay?" she asked, trying to keep under control while still 
being very worried. "Yeah, he's alright. He had a bad dream, but he feels better about it now," Charmander explained. Chikorita wondered 
what kind of dream he had, so Charmander told her and she understood why Squirtle panicked like he did. They both were just glad that 
Squirtle returned unharmed and was okay now. Then Chikorita remembered something and said, "Oh yeah, I was waiting for you both to 
get back. There are Pokemon gathering in the square for some reason. Maybe we should go check it out." Charmander and Squirtle agreed 
and they headed for Pokemon Square. 


As Team Go-Getters stood on the bridge into town, they all sensed that something seemed different about the town atmosphere. They 
wondered if something happened and went into town to see. As they approached the village center, they saw that Chikorita was right: 
there were Pokemon gathered for some reason. 


"Hey, what's going on here?" Charmander called out. Bellsprout heard him and turned, walked over, and said, "Team Go-Getters! Let me tell 
you, I was shocked! Turns out it really was true!" Chikorita stepped up and asked, "What turned out to be true?" Bellsprout turned to her 
and said, "The Legend of Ninetales! I was sure amazed that it was true, since, as I told you, I never believed the rumors!" This made 
Squirtle a bit nervous, wondering what the new information revealed. 


Another Pokemon came from the crowd, and they recognized it as Pichu. "Squirtle, Charmander, Chikorita!" he called out as he 
approached. "Oh, Pichu! Even you came out?" Charmander asked. He looked down and said, "Yes." Suddenly, Snubbull turned around and 
said, "Ssh! Keep it down. He's telling us about it." Squirtle looked and asked, "Who is?" Pichu looked up and said, "Well... Maybe you should 
just come and see." They all walked towards the center, and Team Go-Getters was surprised to see it was none other than Gengar! Squirtle 

noted that he seemed to look a bit nervous, possibly because he was standing up in front of so many Pokemon. 


"So there I was, up at the Hill of the Ancients. And that's where it was. It was shocking stuff, I tell you what!" Gengar said. "Shocking 
stuff?" Lombre asked. "I saw a Pokemon there, talking to Xatu, but... Well, according to Xatu, anyway... It was actually a human!" he 
exclaimed, slightly stumbling over his words. But these words shocked everyone; even the members of Team ACT, who were hanging out 
on the path to Whiscash's pond, looked a bit surprised to hear this. 


"There's more," Gengar started again. "Xatu mentioned that how the human became a Pokemon is somehow connected to how the world's 
balance has become upset, I believe." Lombre then said, "Wait... That's like in the Legend of Ninetales!" Gengar then said, "Um... There's 
more. Xatu said that the disasters are occurring because the world's balance has been upset. And if it's not fixed soon, he said that the 
unthinkable will befall the world!" This caused everyone to panic, except Team ACT, who were keeping their calm composure. 


Gengar then said, "Yes... The world will be ruined because of that..." He then cast his eyes over so he was looking at Squirtle, then said, 
"Isn't that what he told you... Squirtle?" This was enough to even throw Team ACT's calm composure off. The square suddenly burst into 
shouts of surprise and disbelief, Pikachu, Pichu, and Raichu refusing to accept it and saying that Squirtle wouldn't do what the legend said 
happened. Alakazam then stepped in and said, "Calm down, everyone. Hear him out before making any accusations." Squirtle was trying to 
fight back how he was feeling as he said, "I can't! I don't remember anything! Not even my human name!" He was on the verge of tears as 
he said this. Gengar was shaking and sweating, as if he didn't want to believe it either, then tried to still himself as he said, "Y-You know, if 
he is the one that's causing the world to go out of balance, then why not get rid of him? If he really is the cause of the disasters, then 
getting rid of him should set things right, shouldn't it?" Gengar asked. This seemed to be an acceptable answer to the problem, as the 
villagers suddenly began to advance towards Squirtle. Charmander didn't like the look of them approaching, so he shouted, "RUN!" This 
was enough for Squirtle and Chikorita, as they stopped backing up and they all broke out into a run as they headed for the bridge. As he 
watched them run, Gengar wore a look of shame and thought, "What have I done... ?" 


Team Go-Getters ran all the way out of town, stopping once they reached their Team Base. "Phew... We got away in one piece..." 
Charmander sighed. Chikorita looked back at town and said, "I didn't expect everyone to just attack us like that. They'll probably come 
after us sooner or later." Squirtle remained quiet, not sure what to say in this situation. "Hey, Squirtle, are you okay?" Charmander asked, 
worried. Squirtle looked at him and said, "I don't know. How am I supposed to feel in this situation? I don't even know what to do now." 
Chikorita then said, "Squirtle... We don't believe you could've done that sort of thing. So..." Her sentence was cut off, as Squirtle noticed 
someone coming closer. Charmander and Chikorita looked, and it became clear to the trio that it was Alakazam. 


"Alakazam!" they exclaimed, not sure what he was doing here. "There's a town meeting going on right now," he explained. "The villagers 

are planning to come after you, Squirtle, in order to be rid of you." Squirtle asked him, "But why are you here telling us this?" Charmander 

then added, "And where are Charizard and Tyranitar?" Alakazam answered, "They are working to convince the villagers to hold off as long 

as they can on coming after you." This confused Team Go-Getters until Alakazam said, "Something tells me that what we heard from 

Gengar is not the truth. Even he didn't sound very sure of what he was saying. I came here to ask you to leave from here for now and get 
away from the Rescue Teams and other Pokemon that will chase you. We will have to join as well, but we will try to give you some time 
before we actually come after you. Charizard and Tyranitar both feel the same way. I'm here to ask you to leave and survive as fugitives 
until you can uncover the real truth." There was a moment of silence until Charmander said, "Okay, we will." Alakazam nodded and said, 

"The chase will likely begin early tomorrow. Please be gone by then." They agreed to this, and Alakazam added, "Thank you. And be brave. 

I must go now." And with that, he headed back to the village. 


After Alakazam left, Chikorita turned to Squirtle and said, "You see, Squirtle? Even Team ACT has faith in you, too. And you know that we 
do as well. Even if we get attack by other Pokemon, we'll stand by you." Squirtle still looked unsure, and Charmander and Chikorita could 
tell he still didn't feel confident about this yet. Suddenly, they saw two more Pokemon coming towards them, and recognized them as 
Pikachu and Pichu. "Pichu wanted to say something. It applies to the both of us, but he says it better," Pikachu explained. Pichu shuffled his 
feet a moment, then said, "Remember what I said after you rescue big brother and Raichu, Squirtle? I said I wanted to be a part of a 
Rescue Team, preferably Team Go-Getters, when I was old enough. And that a real Rescue Base would be made here. Squirtle... Don't give 
up. You're a hero to me, Squirtle. I believe in you too." Charmander looked back at Squirtle and asked, "So, what do you think, Squirtle?" 
Squirtle seemed to be thinking, then his head came up and he said, "Who said I was worried? I wasn't going to give up anyway!" Everyone 
cheered at this and Pikachu said, "There's the Squirtle we all know!" They then settled down, deciding to use the rest of the day to get 
ready for their journey, knowing that they wouldn't be back until they found the truth. 


The next day, before the sun appeared on the horizon... 


In the dark of the early morning, Squirtle exited the Team Base, still a bit sleepy but with his Pecha Scarf and the toolbox on. He breathed 
into his hands, since the air was a bit cool, while he waited for Charmander and Chikorita to show up. Shortly after he came outside, he 
saw the telltale flame approaching and walked out across the bridge to greet them. He noticed they had their own bags, likely filled with 

the extra supplies they had collected yesterday. 


"Morning, Squirtle! It's early, but of course you'd be up now!" Charmander said, and it was clear that he was still a bit sleepy as well. 
Chikorita looked the same, but she was good at hiding it. "Well, like Alakazam said, we're fugitives now. It's going to be a dangerous trip, 
but right now, we have to get away," Chikorita said. Squirtle remembered what he thought after helping Pikachu rescue Pichu some time 

ago. He told himself that he would keep helping his friends, no matter how long it took him to find out the answers about how he became a 
Pokemon. Now, they were all focusing their efforts on getting this information so everyone could trust him again. He then looked up as 
Charmander said, "Okay, we'd better get going!" As they began to walk, they soon stopped as they heard a voice calling out to them. With 
the little light they had around them and Charmander's tail, they could see it was Pichu, Pikachu, Raichu, and both of the Jumpluff. They 
ran over to the Rescue Team, Pikachu saying, "Whew, I'm glad! We just made it in time." The Jumpluff who had been their client said, "We 
came to see you off, Team Go-Getters." Suddenly, they all heard a soft, female voice call out, "I heard about this and wanted to as well." 

They all looked up and saw a Skarmory coming in for a landing, the same Skarmory from their first mission. "Word reached out to my 

nest, and I remembered that you helped wake me up from that weird anger that I had. So I woke up to come out and send you off as 

well." Team Go-Getters all felt a bit overwhelmed that so many woke up so early just to see them leave on their journey. Suddenly, 
everyone heard the sound of wings flapping, and looked up to see the Pelipper postal worker who usually delivered their mail. He landed, 
dropped a letter in the mailbox, then headed off on his usual routine. Squirtle took the letter out and began to read it. "Take care, amigos! 

It's farewell, but only for now. Until the day comes when I can deliver mail to you again... I will be waiting for that day. Always. -The 
wandering postal carrier, Pelipper-" Team Go-Getters was all the more choked up at the kindness that everyone displayed that morning. 


Skarmory cast her gaze to the east and turned back, saying, "The sun will rise soon. The village Pokemon will start waking up once it does. 
Hurry! You have to go!" Team Go-Getters agreed and promised that they would return, telling the Pokemon to take care while they said 
the same thing to the trio. They all waved to each other until the members of Team Go-Getters disappeared from sight. 


Thus, the journey for Squirtle, Charmander, and Chikorita as fugitives began as they left the village outskirts, determined to get away and 
find the truth. Only time will tell if they can find the truth before it's too late for them or the world. But they will always watch out for each 
other along the way, just the same way that someone is watching over them. 


And so it begins. Can Team Go-Getters learn the truth in time, or will Squirtle be defeated before that can happen? 
Some music I thought of for this chapter: 
Searching for Squirtle- Internet (Megaman Battle Network 5) 
The Truth Comes Out- Sword of Doubt (Final Fantasy IX) 
Believers- Memories (PMD: EoT/EoD/EoS) 
Morning of Farewells- Fugitive (PMD: Red/Blue Rescue Team) 


The Journey Begins- Someone's Watching Over Me (Hilary Duff) 
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